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Chair of the conference and Speaker: Mr Olaf Eigenbrodt, Germany.
   
Olaf Eigenbrodt  holds an arts degree from University of Münster and a master’s degree (LIS) from 
Humboldt-Universität zu Berlin. For six years until 2010 he worked as building consultant for the university 
library of Humboldt-Universität zu Berlin. After two years as Head Librarian for the Departments of
Language, Literature and Media at University of Hamburg, he became Senior Head of User Services 
and Advisor for Planning and Construction at State and University Library Hamburg in 2012.
Olaf is a visiting lecturer for post-graduate programmes at the Berlin School of Library and Information 
Science and a consultant for library projects in Germany and abroad. He is a standing committee member 
of IFLA’s Library Buildings and Equipment Section and member of national and international working 
groups for standardisation in library building. Olaf is on the board of editors of the professional journal 
BuB, Forum Bibliothek und Information. His main fields of interest are sociology of libraries, library buildings
and equipment and library services.

Title: Envisioning the fluid library: multifaceted community space for information, networking, and 
communication.

Libraries have always been more than only places for books and silent reading; in fact they are community-
building spaces for communication, networking and leisure. Since both the access to information and 
communication are becoming a high-tech-issue to a great extent, libraries are re-defining their role and 
re-designing their spaces. The expiring incunabula era of digital media differentiated between traditional 
and new media and brought forth the hybrid library combining printed media and electronic formats in an 
integrated way. But classic book collections are mainly static. The digital age may require new ways of 
organising the library and the information within. Nowadays many people are used to non-linear 
information presented in a constant data stream and different media formats. When properly trained and 
supported they can search, combine and edit those formats the way it fits best for their needs. The idea of 
the fluid library is to make the physical library space ready for those much more active clients. Books and 
mobile devices like tablet computers together are tokens to be used simultaneously. Like the data stream 
of the internet there will be a stream of information flowing through the library. Since information is not 
only written but comes in many different ways like pictures, sounds and even scents, the fluid library may 
also provide synesthetic experiences. The presentation will outline the concept of the fluid library as a 
multi-faceted space combining media formats, functions and institutions in one environment of information, 
communication and discovery.
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Speaker: Ms Karen Latimer, United Kingdom.
OBE MA DipLib FCLIP. For much of her career she was Architecture and Planning Librarian at Queen’s 
University, Belfast and is now the AFBI, Medical & Healthcare Librarian there. 

Karen is Chair of the UK Designing Libraries Advisory Board and a member of the LIBER Architecture 
Group. She was Chair of the IFLA Library Buildings & Equipment Standing Committee from 2007 – 2011 
and was a founder member and past secretary of the UK Architecture Librarians Group, ARCLIB. 

Karen has published widely on a range of library and architectural topics including editing and contributing 
to the IFLA Library Building Guidelines (Saur, 2007).

Title: Adapting to austerity: library design in challenging times

The presentation will outline recent trends in library design and some of the challenges facing librarians 
planning new spaces or reordering existing ones. The move from the collection-dominated libraries of the 
past to the technology-rich, user-focused libraries of today is a challenge in itself but even more so in 
these economically straitened times. New approaches and solutions including sharing premises, combining 
services and re-using existing buildings and the impact these have on the design of library buildings will 
be discussed.  The contribution of national and international bodies such as IFLA, Liber and Designing 
Libraries UK in supporting library professionals who are embarking on library planning projects will also be 
considered as will future trends drawing on the combined experience of all participants.    

Speaker: Mr Alfonso Muñoz Cosme, Spain.   
Alfonso Muñoz Cosme is Ph. D. in Architecture of the Polytechnic University of Valencia and Professor of 
the Polytechnic University of Madrid. He has been Deputy Director for Information and Research in the 
Ministry of Culture in Madrid, Director of the Cervantes Institute in Munich and Rome, Manager of the 
COAM Foundation in Madrid, and since 2009, Director of the Spanish Institute for Cultural Heritage.

He worked in research projects in Mexico, Egypt, Italy and Guatemala and is author of several books: 
Travel through the Architectures; The Conservation of the Spanish Architectural Heritage; Initiation into 
Architecture; Spaces of Knowledge: History of the Libraries’ Architecture; Life and Work of Leopoldo 
Torres Balbás; Spaces of Look: History of the Museums Architecture, and The Architectural Project: 
Concept, Process and Representation.

Title: Libraries in the new society

Development of library buildings in history has its highpoint in the architecture of the functionalism: 
extreme complex buildings with diverse rooms for different functions and separate circulations for readers, 
workers and books. The crisis of this model began in the 1970's and in the last three decades libraries 
moved backwards in their evolutionary path: neither sepa rate spaces, nor functional specialisation, nor close 
spaces. Today the library has broken the walls of architecture and extends it’s domain throughout society. 
Libraries have new functions and new roles in the urban context. They are not as yet collections, but 
connections. The universe will be the global library of tomorrow. 
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Speaker: Mrs Marie-Françoise Bisbrouck, France.    
Marie-Françoise Bisbrouck has devoted a majority of her time as a curator of public libraries to issues 
surrounding the construction, re-structuring, spatial planning and building standards of libraries. She has 
worked with the French Ministry of Culture (1971 – 1982), then with the French Ministry of Higher Education 
and Research (1992-2000). She has written four major books on the subject.

She was Co-Director of the Médiathèque de la Cité des Sciences et de l'Industrie à Paris (1986 – 1991), 
then director of the Paris-Sorbonne (Paris IV) University libraries (2000-2008).

She is also very active on an international level. She has been, since 1996, a member of a group of 
experts in the architecture of libraries, which is part of LIBER (Ligue des bibliothèques européennes de 
recherche). In that context, she helps organise seminars twice a year. These seminars are for a wide 
range of interested professionals: librarians, architects, engineers, and European project planning engineers. 
From 1993-2003, she was a member of the Library Buildings and Equipment section of the IFLA. 
From 1995 – 2003, she was their secretary.

Since 1975, she has taught classes at a number of librarianship schools. Her classes were specifically on 
the topic of the construction of libraries and the evolution of spatial planning in public and university 
libraries. 

Since early 2009, she has been working as a freelance consultant through which she has been assisting 
project owners and participated in the construction, re-structuring and spatial planning of local and university 
libraries.

Title: The librarian, the politician and the architect: the evolution of library buildings in France 
from the 60's to the present day.

French libraries have continued to develop and improve their services in order to appeal to different 
audiences:
 - Public libraries have been doing this for 40 years
 - University libraries have been doing this for 20 years

Government policies which focus on universities, therefore relating to libraries within the campus, have 
sometimes re-acted erratically . This is due to the link with the financial participation of local authorities 
(regions, cities and towns), for the construction of university buildings. However, after the publication of 
“Shanghai Ranking”, of which the results disrupted the world of French universities, a new policy of the 
“re-concentration” of establishments was put into action. This policy has been the case for 7 to 8 years, 
and it must favour the re-grouping of financial means for a better legibility and a better visibility of French 
universities on a European and international level. University libraries have more to gain by offering new 
services which include the whole university community.
In regard to municipal and local libraries, dozens have been created, constructed or re-constructed over 
40 years to suit the criteria of making collections more available and more varied (from printed documents 
to audiovisual and multimedia to keep in line with the evolution of technology). This improvement has 
been put in place in order to progress towards the notion of more “services” for the users.
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The success rate is the same across the board: new equipment, closeness to the town, spaciousness, 
accessibility and a friendly touch brings new users to the forefront.
To what extent will libraries accept these improvements for the only reason of attracting a new public? 
How will we convert our local and national government (who sadly doubt the efficiency of libraries with the 
age of the internet) to other issues within the development of services which we wish for our libraries? 
Furthermore, how will we support our architects with the understanding and the implementation of new 
concepts for library buildings which provide the advantage of clarity, flexibility and subtlety in the facilities 
and the usage of space?

These are some questions which the speaker will address, whilst opening the debate on what is happening 
in the other European countries, quintessentially situated north of Europe.
 
Speaker: Ana Bela Pereira Martins, Portugal.    
Librarian adviser at the School Libraries Network Agency since 2000 – Ministry of Education. Graduated 
in Science History, postgraduate in Librarianship and Information Science and in Portuguese Studies. 
Teacher and Librarian at a secondary school. Librarian at the Library and Historic Archives of Court of 
Auditors of Portugal. Co-ordinates and promotes projects related to the promotion of reading.

Responsible for the co-ordination of activities in the field between the School Libraries Network 
Programme and the National Reading Plan. Co-ordinates and promotes projects between school libraries 
and public libraries aimed at developing the joint use of libraries.

She participates regularly in national and international conferences, with communications in the context of 
reading, literacy, school and public libraries.

Ana Bela has published several articles in specialised magazines.

Title: Public libraries: knowledge, culture and citizenship

Modern societies are changing radically, but the question remains the same: how can libraries respond to 
this challenging world? What services are needed to satisfy users needs of information, knowledge, 
training, personnel development and community development? 

We need new methodologies and strategies to involve communities and to be able to answer to diversity 
and the demands and concerns of communities. Networks enable libraries, schools,   cultural facilities, 
social and economic institutions, and civil society to respond to all of these as well as the demands for 
knowledge and the information society. In the digital world we can build magnificent ways of collaboration, 
connections, and interactions in order to redefine services, spaces … to achieve user’s needs. 

We must not forget that, nowadays, info exclusion, unemployed people, long life learning and even 
democracy are prominent issues. However, libraries can play an important role, facilitated by technologies 
and internet tools, because their capacity to provide diverse answers still remains. 

Today’s libraries are cultural and educational centers/hubs of proximity, playing a relevant role in citizenship.

Venue: Instituto Cervantes, 102 Eaton Square - London SW1W 9AN. Tel: +44 (0)20 72010757 - biblon@cervantes.es - http://eurolis.wordpress.com/


