
Children’s Libraries in the UK: an overview of current challenges, by Chairman Annie Everall 
Annie Everall is currently the UK representative for the IFLA and inaugurates the conference by 
outlining the present challenges faced by English libraries. New cultural policies, budget cuts, 
library closures and the rise and pressure of volunteer staff to stand in for qualified Librarians have 
led professionals to consider new ways to capture the public conciousness and ensure the relevance 
of these libraries. Among these challenges: how to save money? how to make our voices heard? 
how to continue to provide a high-quality service? what are the needs of library-users? We must, 
above all, be clear on our objectives and be ready to judge our standing but also feel confident in 
our experience. 
Annie goes on to describe some of the major reading initiatives targeting young audiences and 
highlights the importance of partnerships such as the Derbyshire Big Book Bash, the Northern 
Children's Book Festival and the IFLA's Sister Libraries Project.
Website: www.ifla.org/

Story-telling multilingual: multimedia in the International Youth Library, by Jutta Reusch 
(Germany)
The Jugendbibliothek (International Youth Library), situated in Munich, is a centre for research on 
the reading habits of children and young adults. Jutta Reusch is the head of the department for 
“Library Services”. The premises is based inside a castle, known as “The Book Castle” and is open 
to schools and book specialists. Its principle aim is to encourage cross-cultural exchanges among 
children through the medium of literature. The Jugendbibliothek is composed of a Research Library, 
a Reading Museum and an events room to accommodate the diverse range of activities organised by 
the site (story-tellings, performing arts, plays, exhibitions, workshops). In terms of its initiatives, 
Jutta Reusch draws particular attention to the White Ravens Festival, which each year, offers a 
selection of books to be cherished for their unique literary and artistic qualities.
Website: http://www.ijb.de/

Inventing the future in Children’s Libraries: experimentation and innovation with video games in 
The Petite Bibliothèque Ronde, by Caroline Simon (France)
Since 1965, the Petite bibliothèque ronde has stood in Clamart in the south of Paris. Its head of 
service Caroline Simon talks to us about its history and its recent initiatives which are geared 
towards new technologies. These new measures are a response to a growing desire to marry the use 
of popular technological platforms (Nintendo DS, Ipad) by young readers with the pleasure of 
reading and therefore create a link (from event organisation through to immersive exhibitions and 
virtual libraries) 
Website: www.lapetitebibliothequeronde.com/

Learning to read before you walk, by Ana Margarida Ramos (Portugal)

Ana Margarida introduces us to Bebetecas, a library service just for babies and toddlers. Conceived 
in 2005, it aimed to focus on early years development and literacy through toy books, board-books, 
pop-up books and picture books. For Ana, the library is literally “the door through which parents 
and children enter the world of reading”. Bebetecas works at the forefront of early learning, 
alongside families, organisations and schools.
Website: casadaleitura.org
 
New roles in new reading contexts, by Elisa Yuste Turero (Spain)
In spite of what people claim, in terms of their attachment to books, it is impossible to deny the 
impact that new technologies have in everyday affairs and and how we as participants also drive the 
process of change. This is especially true of younger generations.
The Fundacion German Sanchez Ruiperez is a research center that studies and observes the reading 
behaviours of readers from the age of 9. Elisa Yuste Turero showcases two projects involving teens 
and pre-adolescents and how they interact with the ipad, Beatle Pad and Artistas insolitos. 
Websites: www.lecturalab.org 
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