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PRIMARY SCHOOL SELECTION
Jajko (The Egg) / Jan Brzechwa, Agata Nowak
Skrzat, Kraków
ISBN: 978-83-7437-384-5

Synopsis: Jajko is one of many Polish children’s poems written by Brzechwa. These most
beautiful, wise and funny rhyming stories help to develop the imagination of young
readers. This edition has colourful cartoon style illustrations.
The author: Jan Brzechwa (1898 – 1966) was a Polish poet and author, known mostly for
his contribution to children's literature. Among his most popular works is Chrząsz (The
Beetle), containing a well-known Polish tongue twister “W Szczebrzeszynie chrząszcz brzmi
w trzcinie” (In the town of Szczebrzeszyn a beetle buzzes in the reeds) is the best known
Polish tongue-twister, in which almost all of the consonants make distinct buzzing sound.
Brzechwa is also popular in Poland for having written a number of lyrical children's poems.
Many of Brzechwa’s texts have been translated into English by Walter Whipple.
The illustrator: From her early years, the only thing Agata needed to be happy was a piece
of paper and a box of crayons. Painting and drawing filled her whole time.
She has been improving these skills for several years, starting with participation in a local
Art youth group, then at the Secondary School of Art in Warsaw followed by two-year
studies at the School of Art (faculty of Computer Graphics. She finished both schools with a
diploma of distinction.
In this way crayons, paints and brushes – Agata’s favourite toys from childhood, became
her tools at work. Today, she is a professional illustrator but somewhere deep inside her
there is still this carefree tot she used to be. She owes to her rich imagination thousands of
ideas for characters and fairy-lands that she can easily put on paper.
To date over 40 books with her illustrations have been published.
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Zezia

i Giler (Zezia and Giler) / Agnieszka Chyliska,
Marek Bogumił
Pascal, Bielsko-Biała 2012

ISBN:

978-83-7642-089-9

Synopsis: Zezia i Giler is a literary debut of Agnieszka Chylińska, the Polish Rock singer. The
book is based on her own childhood memories. It contains stories evolving around juvenile
dreams and problems, school, holidays and family. Main characters are 8-years old Zezia
and her 5-years old brother Czarek aka Giler, their parents, other relatives and family
friends.
From the book we can learn what the best way is of peeling potatoes, how to make knights
and dragons fighting each other in a drawer. Each chapter contains an important message
and is very educational.
It is also published as an audiobook, read by the author herself.
The author: Agnieszka Chylińska is a Polish Rock singer – songwriter. She became popular in
1994, when she was a leader of O.N.A. rock band, then from 2003 formed a group Chylińska.
In 2009, Agnieszka released her first solo album Modern Rocking, which was inspired by
dance and pop musical style. Agnieszka has been nominated for many awards as a singer
and lyricist.
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Najmilsi (Animal Friends) / Ewa Szelbur
Siedmoróg, Wrocław 2015
ISBN:

978-83-7568-642-5

Synopsis: Najmilsi is a collection of 10 short stories in which the main character, Renia has
various adventures with animals. She is seen taking care of a wounded bunny, a little
sparrow and an injured hedgehog. She also meets an owl with huge, mysterious eyes, a red
squirrel, and many other interesting animals.

The author: Ewa Szelburg-Zarembina was a Polish novelist, poet and screenplay writer. Best
known as author of numerous works for children, between 1922 and 1979 she published
dozens of novels for children and adults alike, as well as hundreds of short stories, poems
and other works. Between 1968 and 1976 she initiated a fund raising programme which
eventually led to the formation of the Children’s Memorial Health Institute, the largest and
most modern pediatric centre in Poland.
The illustrator: Judyta Julia Wodnicka is a Polish painter and children’s book illustrator.
She gets her inspiration from nature.
Ever since she can remember, Judyta has always lived in an artistic world.
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Cuda wianki. Polski folklor dla młodszych i starszych (Little Wonders. Polish
folklore for young and old) / Marianna Oklejak
Egmont (Artistic series), Warszawa 2015
ISBN: 978-83-281-0568-3

Synopsis: This enthralling book, provides an original interpretation of Polish folk art, inviting
readers of all ages to experience the power of folklore. It consists of 36 plates, the
arrangement reflecting the seasons and the rhythm of life. Each double-spread page
includes a running head and offers a revealing, sometimes subversive perspective on
selected presentations of Polish folklore, a result of playing with conventions and using a
free mixture of styles. Examples include a field ploughed with folk fabric stripes, a park of
paper-cut trees, and embroidery motifs set the stage for a couple of lovers. They are used
to illustrate the procession of life immersed in rural rites which penetrate the tissue of
modern cities. The story narrates a happy relationship, a wedding, the birth of a child, but
also heartbreak and the pain of separation. It also brings witty descriptions of people’s
characters and behaviours. All this makes the picture book a unique, multimodal item,
devised at the highest artistic level.
The author and illustrator: Marianna Oklejak (born in 1981) graduated with distinction from
the Academy of Fine Arts in Warsaw (2006), where she studied Book Design and Illustration.
She is an illustrator and designer of books and CD covers. Her illustrations were appreciated
by the Polish section of IBBY in 2011, 2012, and 2015, and by CJ Picture Book Award in South
Korea in 2010. Her work has since been seen in Poland and overseas.
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Przygody Koziołka Matołka (Matołek the
Billy-Goat) / Kornel Makuszyński, Marian
Walentynowicz
Oficyna Wydawnicza G&P, Poznań 2010
ISBN: 978-83-7272-226-3

Synopsis: Koziołek Matołek (Matołek the Billy-Goat) is a fictional character created by
Kornel Makuszyński and Marian Walentynowicz in one of the first and most famous Polish
comics back in 1933. It became a cult classic, popular since its creation till today, and
became an important part of Polish children's literature.
The stories centres around Koziołek Matołek’s (literally translated as Duffer the Billy-Goat)
journey to find Pacanów (a real town in Poland), where he believes he can get goat shoes.
He ends up travelling to various corners of the Earth, from Africa to the Wild West.
Matołek is a clumsy, naive, and loveable character. He suffers from homesickness whenever
he finds himself far from his homeland – Poland.
Nb: This book includes two audio CD’s.
The author: Kornel Makuszyński was a prose writer, poet, feuilletonist, theatre critic and
journalist. He was a member of the Polish Academy of Literature and one of the most
popular pre-World War II writers. He wrote children’s books about Matołek the Billy-Goat
and the little monkey Fiki-Miki, as well as the juvenile books, Satan from the 7th Grade and
Follies of Miss Eva.
The illustrator: Marian Walentynowicz – Polish illustrator, architect, precursor of comicbook
in Poland. The story goes that once when Makuszyński and Walentynowicz were sitting in a
coffee house in Kraków, they spotted a sad looking man sipping a drink at a nearby table.
When they asked him why he looked so gloomy, he answered that he came from the small
town of Pacanów and was wondering how to help his town prosper. Makuszyński and
Walentynowicz decided then to help him by popularising the small town in their books.
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SECONDARY SCHOOL SELECTION

Felix,
/

Net i Nika oraz Gang Niewidzialnych Ludzi
(Felix, Net & Nika and Gang of Invisible People)
Rafał Kosik
Powergraph, Warszawa 2015
ISBN: 978-83-64384-13-4

Synopsis: The novel should not be seen as another Harry Potter - like work, although it is
addressed to similar reader group. Heroes are not wizards with magic powers, they are high
school students. What makes them exceptional is their personalities, skills and the troubles
they get into (and of course the way they get out of these troubles).
Felix, inventor’s son with a true talent to construct robots has great knowledge of
mechanism of all kinds; for example, he knows how to make a helicopter out of matches
and ketchup.
Net is a computer geek. He is brilliant at science and all of his school problems result only
from laziness and absent- mindedness.
Nika is a poor girl with a traumatic childhood and thus she appears as the most mature one.
She is exceptionally independent and loves reading books. The girl has concealed abilities
which emerge in unexpected moments and in unexpected ways…
There is also Manfred, the AI (artificial intelligence) system that accidentally escaped from
Net’s computer. With humanlike awareness he tries to behave like a person. He has become
the children’s friend and helps them get out of trouble. His attempts to equal man lead to
many funny situations.
Every day, there are lots of absorbing things going on but most people just don’t notice
them. Wouldn’t it be great to find a treasure chest while touring an old castle, reveal secrets
of ghosts living in the attic or track UFO on a hiking trip?
The author: Rafał Kosik is a Polish Science Fiction writer. He has published eleven novels. His
young adult series Felix, Net i Nika is being made into a movie. His 2008 novel Kameleon
received the Janusz A. Zajdel Award and Jerzy Żuławski Award. Rafał says: ‘I write out of the
need of telling a story. Although, in my opinion, reading should give a pleasure so if the
story is to bore a reader, it is better for it not to be ever published.’
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Feblik (Feblik) / Małgorzata Musierowicz
Akapit Press, Łódź 2015
ISBN: 978-83-62199-75-4

Synopsis: The book belongs to the Jeżycjada, series of books for young people. Although
part of a series, each book can be read independently. The name Jeżycjada derives from the
Poznań district Jeżyce. The first part of the cycle, Szósta klepka, was published in 1977, with
Feblik being the latest story, published in 2015. Almost every book from the cycle is set in
Poznań. Musierowicz refers to real places, which can be found in this beautiful Polish city.
The main core of Jeżycjada constitutes the Borejko family, who live in the hundred year old
tenement at Roosevelt Street. Every volume is devoted to one person, although there are
numerous references to other figures. The action of the book takes place in the sequence of
a few days or weeks. The story of the Borejko family is told in a touching and humorous
way, with references to real historical, social and political events. It is loaded with positive
emotions and takes the reader into the place of love and respect.
The author and illustrator: Małgorzata Musierowicz is one of the most popular authors of
books for children and young adults in Poland. She loves: reading books, writing books,
illustrating books, writing about books, buying books, searching for books in second hand
bookstores, collecting books, borrowing books from her friends, lending books to her
friends, talking about books, putting books on new bookshelves, putting new covers on old
books.
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Szatan z siódmej klasy (Satan From the 7th Grade) / Kornel Makuszyński
Nasza Księgarnia, Warszawa 1996
ISBN: 978-83-10-12051-9

Synopsis: Adam Cisowski, a precocious and "devilishly clever" high school pupil (the "satan"
of the title) spends a summer holiday at a run-down country house, presided over by "The
Professor" - an aristocratic, eccentric historian who is friendly and affable but completely
improvident.
Suddenly, treasure hunting is launched by the discovery that an officer of Napoleon's Grand
Army, who was taken care of by the Professor's ancestors in the aftermath of the disastrous
1812 invasion of Russia, may have left to his benefactors a hidden treasure (which would be
very great help for their impoverished present-day descendants).
However, the subtle trail of hints left by the French officer defy all minds but that of the
"devilish" Adam. Adam energetically takes up the challenge, seeking to help his hosts - and
in particular, win the heart of Wanda, the Professor's beautiful niece.
Throughout the book, he follows the perplexing trail, clue after clue, using hints from such
sources as Dante's Inferno. Adam must, moreover, play a dangerous game of cat-and-mouse
with a nasty gang of criminals, who also picked up the scent and who are very determined
to lay their own hands on the treasure.
Note: The "Seventh Grade" of the title is according to the Polish educational system at the
time of writing, therefore the book’s protagonist is 17 years old.
The author: Kornel Makuszyński was born in Stryj in the Austrian Partition of Poland (now in
Ukraine. Whilst in school he wrote occasional poetry (he started writing at the age of 14).
Makuszyński had his first poem published in 1902 in the newspaper Słowo Polskie (Polish
Word), for which he soon became a theatrical critic. He studied language and literature at
both the University of Lviv and in Paris. He was evacuated to Kiev in 1915, where he ran the
Polish Theatre and was the chairman of the Polish writers and journalist community. He
moved to Warsaw in 1918, and became a writer.
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W pustyni i w puszczy (In Desert and Wilderness) / Henryk Sienkiewicz, Jolanta
Adamus Ludwikowska
Greg, Kraków 2016
ISBN: 978-83-7327-241-5

Synopsis: The story takes place in 19th century Egypt. A 14-year-old Polish boy Staś and 8year-old English girl Nel live with their families and grow up in the city of Port Said. Their
fathers are engineers who supervise the maintenance of the Suez Canal. One day Staś and
Nel are captured as hostages by a group of Arabs. They are forced to travel through the
Sahara Desert. The journey is difficult and exhausting, especially for delicate and vulnerable
Nel. Staś, who is a brave and responsible boy, protects his friend from the abductors'
cruelty, even though that means that he is beaten and punished. His plans to escape fail,
and the children gradually lose their hope. Eventually the children manage to free
themselves from the kidnappers and set out in an arduous journey through the African
desert and jungle in hope that sooner or later they may encounter British explorers or the
British army. The journey is full of dangers and adventures. The children, accompanied by
two black slaves (a boy named Kali and a girl named Mea) whom Staś had freed from the
Arabs, encounter a number of wonders and perils.
The author: Henryk Sienkiewicz (1846 – 1916) was a Polish journalist, novelist and the Nobel
Prize laureate. He is best remembered for his historical novels, especially for his
internationally known best-seller Quo Vadis (1896). Born into an impoverished Polish noble
family in Russian-ruled Congress Poland, in the late 1860s he began publishing journalistic
and literary pieces. In the late 1870s he travelled to the United States, sending back travel
essays that won him popularity with Polish readers. In the 1880s he began serializing novels
that further increased his popularity. He soon became one of the most popular Polish
writers of the turn of the 19th and 20th centuries, and numerous translations gained him
international renown, culminating in his receipt of the 1905 Nobel Prize in Literature for his
"outstanding merits as an epic writer."
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Ostatni rycerz czyli opowieść o Mieście (The Last Knight: the Story of a City) /
Dorota Bałuszyńska-Srebro
Radwan, Tolkmicko 2011
ISBN: 978-83-7745-137-3

Synopsis: As a result of a spell cast by a Jewish Kabbalist, the book’s main character Nicholas - goes back in time to the 16th century. At this time his hometown - Tarnów - is
going through its golden age. He experiences many adventures and meets a lot of intriguing
people who travel through time and space. Nicholas also contributes to saving an extremely
important book. It’s a thrilling story about courage, loyalty, formation of good character
and the power of imagination. A story in which the reality is not restricted by the passing
time; the past and the future mix together and can be visited and experienced once again.
This is the first book of a series, the second Mikołaj i droga św. Jakuba (Nicholas and the
Route of St James) is mentioned later in this pamphlet.
The author: Dorota Bałuszyńska – Srebro was born in Tarnow, Poland. She graduated in
Theatre Studies and Polish Literature at the Jagiellonian University in Krakow. Amongst
many other awards her book Księga Julii (The Julia’s Book) got nominated to the 2010 Book
of the Year Award of the Polish section of IBBY. Two years ago, Dorota started her own
publishing company Ambaje which promotes classic Polish children’s literature. She also
researches and publishes long lost and forgotten literary works and supports young writers.
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SPECIAL THEME

Mikołaj i Droga św. Jakuba (Nicholas and the Route of St James) / Dorota
Bałuszyńska-Srebro, Mariusz Sobociński
Ambaje, Tarnów 2015
ISBN: 987-83-63606-16-9

Synopsis: A journey through villages, towns and cities, journey through various political,
philosophical and religious currents and even through time. The book is a continuation of
Ostatni rycerz czyli opowieść o Mieście (The last knight: the Story of a City), which is
mentioned earlier in this pamphlet.
Nicholas yet again has to set off on a journey, to save his beloved town Tarnów as it is slowly
beginning to disappear. The most precious and beautiful things are mysteriously fading
away. On his journey, he discovers villages and cities seemingly sound asleep but once he
gets deeper into their secrets he discovers many hidden crimes, conflicts and dangerous
mysteries which put him and the reader in the middle of the Polish and European historical
events. He visits many memorable cities, meets fascinating people and finds himself in the
middle of crucial historical events. Nicholas’ adventures often coincide with the Polish trails
of Camino de Santiago (the Way of St. James), which is a part of large network of ancient
pilgrim routes stretching across Europe and coming together at the tomb of St. James in
Spanish Santiago de Compostela.
The author: Dorota Bałuszyńska – Srebro was born in Tarnow, Poland. She graduated in
Theatre Studies and Polish Literature at the Jagiellonian University in Krakow. Amongst
many other awards, her book Księga Julii (The Julia’s Book) was nominated to the 2010 Book
of the Year Award of the Polish section of IBBY. Dorota also promotes classic Polish
children’s literature.
The illustrator: Mariusz Sobociński – born in 1985 painter, graphic designer, DTP artist, and
photographer. He graduated from High School of Fine Arts in Łomża, 2005, and from the Jan
Kochanowski University in Kielce, 2011, with a Master of Arts in Art Education, specializing
in Painting. He was a finalist of the 2012 Franciszka Eibisch’s Competition in Warsaw.
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The EUROTOOLBOX is a joint project of:
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The Polish Library was founded in 1942 by the Polish Government in Exile, and since 1967 is
an integral part of the Polish Social and Cultural Association based in London.
The Library is the primary source of research and information on émigré social history and
culture since the end of World War II. The extensive book stock concentrates mainly on the
humanities and specializes in Polish émigré publications and material published outside
Poland. The Library also collects newspapers, periodicals, manuscripts, music scores, maps
and atlases, photographs, and ex-libri.
There is a wide range of documents on social life of the émigré community and the archives
of private individuals and organizations and institutions. There is also one of the largest
collections in the world of Polish underground literature and a comprehensive Conrad
collection and a range of anglo-polonica.
Access to the collections is in the reading room (open to anyone) and the lending library
(open to members), and via the interloans network and Central Circulating Library.
The Library organizes exhibitions, publishes bibliographies (Bibliography of Books in Polish
or relating to Poland published outside Poland since September 1939) and is one of the
most important independent centres of research and dissemination of information on
Poland outside of its borders.
Central Circulating Library (CCL) service.
Central Circulating Library service is the most cost effective and targeted method of providing a loan
of Polish books to Public Libraries in the whole UK.

The books are the latest publications, specially selected, including fiction, non-fiction and
children's books, shelf ready and catalogued. We provide the electronic records from our
catalogue in MARC21 exchange format and also a printed list with each set of books.
Libraries can borrow one or several sets of 50 books exchanged six monthly. For an extra
charge we can arrange for delivery and collection of the books.
We help you provide your readers with a service which is:
 cost effective
 up to date and efficient
 tailored to your library's needs
 specially selected for your readers
 ready catalogued and classified by experts.
No processing costs, no duplicates, no unsuitable material, just happy readers.
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