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1. THEME BOOK 
 

LETRIA, José Jorge, LETRIA, André, Animais Fantásticos, Editora Texto, 2011 ISBN: 
9789724742786. 

 
2. CHILDREN’S BOOKS 
 

SOARES, Luísa Soares, WOJCIECHOWSKA, Danuta, Zé dos Bichos, Livros Horizonte, 
2014, ISBN: 9789722417730.  
CRISTINA, Henriqueta, KONO, Yara, Com 3 novelos (o mundo dá muitas voltas), 
Planeta Tangerina, 2015, ISBN: 9789898145659  
ONDJAKI, CAIANO, Rachel, Ombela, Editorial Caminho, 2015, ISBN 9789722127264.  
MACHADO, David, GOZBLAU, Alex, Eu Acredito, Alfaguara Portugal, 2015, ISBN: 
9789898775306. 
SALDANHA, Ana, KONO, Yara, Gato Procura-se, Editorial Caminho, 2015, ISBN: 
9789722127318. 
ZIMLER, Richard, SOUSA, Aurélie de, Se Eu Fosse, Porto Editora, 2014, ISBN: 
9789720710079. 
SOBRAL, Catarina, Vazio, Pato Lógico, 2014, ISBN: 9789899847033. 
MOTA, António, PEIXOTO, Sebastião, Dicionários das Palavras Sonhadoras, Edições 
ASA, 2015, ISBN: 9789892330877. 

 
3. BOOKS FOR TEENAGERS 
 

MÉSSEDER, João Pedro, CAIANO, Rachel, Tudo é sempre outra coisa, Editorial Caminho, 2014, 
ISBN: 9789722127011. 
CRUZ, Afonso, A Cruzada das Crianças (Vamos mudar o Mundo), Alfaguara Portugal, 2015, 
ISBN: 9789898775528.  
ALMEIDA, Carla Maia de, MONTEIRO, Marta, Amores de Família, Editorial Caminho, 2015, 
ISBN: 9789722127325. 
ALMEIDA, Carla Maia de, GONÇALVES, António Jorge, Irmão Lobo, Planeta Tangerina, 2014, 
ISBN: 9789898145536. 
PESSOA, Ana, Supergigante, Planeta Tangerina, 2014, ISBN: 9789898145598. 
FERREIRA, Susana Cardoso, MONTEIRO, Susa,  Viagens de Chapéu - As invenções e indecisões 
de D. Amélia Longor, Oficina do Livro, 2015, 9789897412332. 
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Theme Book 
 

Animais Fantásticos 
José Jorge Letria and André Letria 

 

Synopsis:  There are real animals that you can 
see and touch, and others, amazing creatures 
born of human imagination. These animals live 
in civilisation’s poetic imagery, mythological 
worlds and fairy tales. Come and meet them in 
this book, and let yourself be seduced by the 
charms of the Mermaid, sees the rebirth of the 
Phoenix, take to the skies on the back of 
Pegasus, enchant yourself with the Sphinx, look 
for the Faun in the woods and flee from the 
Ogre and the Werewolf. 

 
Recommended age: 7 to 11 

 

José Jorge Letria (Cascais, 1951) is a journalist, a writer and president of The 
Portuguese Writer’s Association. He has published dozens of titles and has been 
translated into English, Spanish, and Korean. Letria is one of the most distinguished 
authors of literature for children in Portugal. His work has been distinguished with the 
UNESCO International Award, the Gulbenkian Foundation Award, the Plural Prize 
(Mexico), the Internationale des Arts et des Lettres Prize (Paris) and the Eça de Queirós/ 
Município de Lisboa Prize.  

 

André Letria (Lisbon, 1973) is an illustrator since 1992. He won several awards 
including the Gulbenkian Award, the Portuguese Illustration Award, Silver and Bronze 
medals in the 3×3 Children’s Book Show and the Award of Excellence for Illustration 
from the Society for News Design (USA). His books are published in the USA, UK, 
Spain and Italy, among others. The book Mar, with his illustrations and text by Ricardo 
Henriques, won a Non Fiction mention in the Bologna Ragazzi Awards in 2014. 
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Children’s Books 
 

Zé dos Bichos 
Luísa Ducla Soares and Danuta Wojciechowska 

 
Synopsis: Zé dos Bichos, who lives in a forest 
with his mother, is a joyful child, with an 
amazing gift: he can talk to animals. Prepare 
yourself for a child who wants to make the 
house into a zoo, and a mother who comes 
to regret asking for fewer animals.  
 
 
 
 
 
Recommended age: +2 
 

 
 
Luísa Ducla Soares (Lisbon, 1939) began as a translator, literary adviser and journalist. 
She has worked at the National Library of Portugal since 1979, where she has built up an 
index of books for children and teenagers in Portugal. She has published over 80 books, 
most of them for children. She is one of the founding members of the Portuguese 
Childrens’ Support Institute and frequently participates in events that promote reading. 
She received several awards from the Calouste Gulbenkian Foundation, including the 
Prize for Best Book in the biennium 1984–5 with 6 Histórias de Encantar and the 
Calouste Gulbenkian Prize for her literary work in 1996. 
 
 
Danuta Wojciechowska (Quebec, 1960) studied Communication Design in Zurich, 
followed by Pedagogy and Education through Art in the UK. She is living in Lisbon since 
1984, managing the design atelier Lupa. As an illustrator, she has devoted her work to 
society, education, environment and culture. Her work has been publicly recognised 
several times, as in 2001, where she received a Portuguese National Illustration award, 
for the illustration in O gato e o escuro. 
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Children’s Books 
 

Com 3 Novelos (o mundo dá muitas voltas) 
Henriqueta Cristina and Yara Kono 

 
Synopsis: A family moves to another country 
in which all children can go to school. 
However, this grey new country is far from 
perfect, and the lack of freedom is felt even in 
simple things, such as choosing the colour of 
the sweater you want to wear in the morning. 
The mother, with a pair of knitting needles 
and 3 balls of yarn, took it upon herself to 
start a small revolution in the city. This story 
is inspired in a family who fled the Portuguese 
dictatorship in the late 60’s. 
 
 
 
 
Recommended age: +4 
 

 
 
Henriqueta Cristina (Vila Nova de Gaia, 1960) graduated from the Faculty of Letters at 
Porto University, has been a teacher for more than 30 years and believes that almost all 
teachers have the ability to sow the seeds of creativity. She likes music, the sea, and the 
music it makes; reading, writing and travelling; lilies and mountains; she likes to hear 
and to tell stories, and enjoys sharing them with her children, nieces, nephews and 
students. 
 
 
Yara Kono (São Paulo, Brazil, 1972) is an illustrator and graphic designer who has been 
part of the Planeta Tangerina team since 2004. In 2008 she received, together with Isabel 
Minhós Martins, an Honorable Mention at the 1st Compostela International Prize for 
Picture Books with the book Ovelhinha Dá-me Lã. In 2011 she won the National 
Illustration Prize, with O Papão no Desvão, written by Ana Saldanha. 
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Children’s Books 
 

Ombela, a origem das chuvas 
Ondjaki and Rachel Caiano 

 

Synopsis: In this story Ondjaki addresses the 
myth of the origin of rain. Ombela, daughter 
of the gods, has the power to make rain 
through her sadness and tears. Her father 
teaches her that sadness is a part of life, but 
that one can also cry tears of joy. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Recommended age: +4 
 

 
 
Ondjaki (Luanda, 1977) is a prolific and promising young writer of the Portuguese 
language in Africa, and has written poetry, children's books, short stories, novels, drama 
and film scripts. His literary debut was in 2000 with Actu Sanguiíneu. In 2007, he was 
awarded the Camilo Castelo Branco Grand Prize for Stories by the Portuguese Writers' 
Association for his novel Os da Minha Rua. In 2008 he was endorsed with the Grinzane 
for Africa Award, and in 2010 won the prestigious Jabuti Prize, in Brazil, with his 
juvenile book Avódezanove e o Segredo do Soviético. Ombela, a origem das chuvas 
won in 2011 the Caxinde Prize for Children’s Stories.  
	
 
 
Rachel Caiano (1977) is an artist and illustrates books of different genres e collaborates in 
several periodicals. She received the Award of Young Creators 2007 in the area of 
illustration. Her book Os Dois Lados was selected for The White Ravens 2008, organized 
by the International Youth Library, in the International Children’s Book Fair of 
Bologne.  Her book O Leão e o Coelho Saltitão was selected the following year. 
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Children’s Books 
 

Eu Acredito 
David Machado and Alex Gozblau 

 
Synopsis: Eu acredito is about the magic and 
charm of being a child. A boy who transforms 
his doubts into certainties and in so doing, 
brings the hope and beauty of childhood to us 
all. This world is inhabited by a cat with a 
dog’s soul, frightened ghosts, trees that 
stretch, mist monsters, wacky giants and sheep 
who count people when they are can’t sleep. 
 
 
 
 
 

Recommended age: 6+ 
 

 
 
 
 

David Machado (Lisbon, 1978) was one of the winners of the European Union Prize for 
Literature 2015. Author of the novel O Fabuloso Teatro do Gigante and short stories 
book Histórias Possíveis, he won the Branquinho da Fonseca Prize in 2005 with the 
children’s book A Noite dos Animais Inventados and the Author SPA/RTP 2010 Award 
for Best Children’s & Teenage Book with O Tubarão na Banheira. David Machado has 
published in Italy and Morocco and several shorts stories both in anthologies and literary 
magazines in countries such as Germany, Iceland, Norway and United Kingdom.  
 
 
Alex Gozblau (Itália, 1971) is a prolific artist and his illustrations can be found in books, 
magazines and newspapers, records, comics, painting, and advertising. In this book, 
Gozblau showcases his talent for illustrating contrasts, displaying opposing elements 
such as joy/sadness and darkness/light, reflecting the innocence with which a child views 
of the world. 
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Children’s Books 
 

Gato Procura-se 
Ana Saldanha and Yara Kono 

 
Synopsis: A cat is missing and a child keeps 
wondering what happened to it. Sadly, it 
seems the cat has passed away. This is a 
beautiful story that may well serve to talk 
with children, in a sensitive way, in how to 
cope with loss.  
	
 
 
 
 
 
Recommended age: +6 
 

 
 
Ana Saldanha (Porto, 1959) studied Modern Languages and Literature and has a PhD in 
English Children’s Literature and Theory of Translation from the University of Glasgow. 
She has worked as a teacher and a translator, but it is as an author of books for young 
people that Saldanha is mostly known. She has received several awards including an 
honorary award in the Adolfo Simões Muller Prize (1994), for her work Três Semanas 
com a Avó and the Literary Prize City of Almada (1995) for her novel Círculo. Her 
book Uma questão de cor was selected by IBBY for the Reading Olympiads in 1996 and 
in 1997 it was shortlisted for the UNESCO Prize for Children’s and Young People’s 
Literature in the Service of Tolerance. 
 
 
Yara Kono (São Paulo, Brazil, 1972) is an illustrator and graphic designer who has been 
part of the Planeta Tangerina team since 2004. In 2008 she received, together with Isabel 
Minhós Martins, an Honorable Mention at the 1st Compostela International Prize for 
Picture Books with the book Ovelhinha Dá-me Lã. In 2011 she won the National 
Illustration Prize, with O Papão no Desvão, written by Ana Saldanha. 
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Children’s Books 
 

Se eu fosse 
Richard Zimler and Aurélie de Sousa 

 
Synopsis:Imagine being able to fly like a 
butterfly, jump like a kangaroo or peek over 
the treetops like a giraffe. We all know that 
children often fantasize that they can acquire 
the outstanding features of animals, from the 
smallest to the most majestic. And it's good to 
do so! This is a book that encourages children 
(and perhaps their parents too!) to overcome 
their limitations. This book invites the youngest 
to swim like a tropical fish or sing like a 
blackbird - or to depart from the beach bathers 
with the "smile" of a shark! 
 
 
 
 
Recommended age: +6 

 
 
 
Richard Zimler (New York, 1956) worked as a journalist before moving to Porto, 
Portugal, in 1990. There he taught journalism for sixteen years, first at the College of 
Journalism and later at the University of Porto. In the last 18 years, Richard has published 
ten novels, several short stories and two children’s books.  Richard has won numerous 
prizes, including the Marquis de Ouro Prize in 2010 – as Book of the Year in Portugal – 
for The Warsaw Anagrams. Additionally, The Last Kabbalist of Lisbon was picked as 
1998 Book of the Year by three British critics. Hunting Midnight, Search for Sana, 
Seventh Gate and The Night Watchman have all been nominated for the International 
IMPAC Literary Award. 
 
 
Aurélie de Sousa graduated in Communication Design in the Faculty of Fine Arts in 
Lisbon. One year later, she finished a post-graduation in 2D and 3D Animation. Today, 
Aurélie de Sousa works as a professional illustrator, collaborating with various publishers 
illustrating books for children of all ages, such as Lengalengas de Animais, Pelo Mundo 
dos Piratas and De A a Z Portugal.  
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Children’s Books 
 

Vazio 
Catarina Sobral 

 
Synopsis: A man lives his day-to-day life empty 
inside, searching for something to fulfill him, 
without success. His doctor can’t find anything 
wrong and neither the landscape that surrounds 
him nor paintings in a museum can give 
meaning to his life. Until one day… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Recommended age: +7 
 

 
 
 
Catarina Sobral (Coimbra, 1985) has a Degree in Design and a Masters in Artistic 
Illustration.  Besides being an illustrator, she is also experienced in printmaking and film 
animation, collaborating regularly with magazines. As in her first picture book Greve, 
she was both the writer and the illustrator for Vazio. The text is the raw material that 
influences her choices of colour and technology. Catarina Sobral has been recognized 
internationally, she was shortlisted in 2007 for the ‘Love Your Earth’ Competition by 
Designboom and DA - Design Association, Japan and in 2010 for the Minimotion contest 
— F+F Schule für Kunst und Mediendesign. In 2011 she was awarded a Special Mention 
at the Portuguese National Illustration Award and selected for the IFFR XL: Not Kidding 
— International Film Festival Rotterdam. 
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Children’s Books 
 

Dicionário das Palavras Sonhadoras 
António Mota and Sebastião Peixoto 
 
Synopsis: It was on a train ride like any other 
that António Mota found the inspiration for 
this great little dictionary full of words that 
make your imagination fly. After much 
searching, thinking and choosing, the author 
gives has completed his work. But yours is 
not! It's your turn to discover your own 
dreamy words! 
	
	
	
 
Recommended age: +7 

 
 
 
 
António Mota (Baião, 1957) is a primary teacher and one of the most prolific authors of 
books for children and young adults. He created workshops aimed at stimulating 
children to read and write, which he takes to various primary schools in Portugal and 
other countries. His work is documented in several textbooks for teaching Portuguese. 
Some of his stories have been translated into Spanish and German. In 1983 he received 
an award from the Portuguese Writers Association for O Rapaz de Loredo.  He was also 
awarded the Calouste Gulbenkian Prize for Children´s Literature in 1990 and 2004, the 
latter in the Picture Books category for Se eu fosse muito magrinho, illustrated by André 
Letria.  
 
 
Sebastião Peixoto (Braga, 1972) studied Painting at the Faculty of Fine Arts in University 
of Porto. His illustrations can be found in Umbigo magazine and in several children’s 
books such as O Avião Saltitão and O Chapéu Telepático by Bénédicte Houart; O 
Homem da Nuvem Escura, by Inês Vinagre; Um Sonho de Gigante and A Árvore que 
não Sabia Sentir, by Pedro Sena-Lino; Quando eu for …Grande, by Maria Inês Almeida; 
A Lagarta Serafina, by Palmira Martins; O Palhaço Avaria, by Pedro Seromenho, and 
many more.   
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Books for Teenagers 
 

Tudo é sempre outra coisa 
João Pedro Mésseder and Rachel Caiano 
 
Synopsis: You can start reading this book at any 
page. But if you start at the beginning, it turns 
out that there is someone here who likes to see 
from the other side. And which side is that? 
Perhaps the other side of what you see, of what 
you hear, of what you feel. Even words have 
another side, or several sides, just like things. 
And you have prose that seems as poetry, and 
the other way around. Just because reality is 
not always what it seems. 
 
 
 
 

Recommended age: +7 
 
 
 
João Pedro Méssener (Porto, 1957) has written more then 30 children’s books, some of 
them translated to Spanish.  Two of his books have been nominated for the Honour List 
of the IBBY - International Board on Books for Young People, Versos com Reversos in 
2000, and Palavra que Voa in 2006.  Trocar as Voltas ao Tempo won a Jury Special 
Mention for Children’s Books at the Compostela Prize. O G É um Gato Enroscado (2003) 
and Romance do 25 de Abril (2007) won Jury Recommendation in the Portuguese 
National illustration Prize.  O Meu Primeiro Miguel Torga and Guardador de Árvores, 
both from 2009, won a Special Jury Mention in National illustration Prize.  
 
 
Rachel Caiano (1977) is an artist and illustrates books of different genres e collaborates in 
several periodicals. She received the Award of Young Creators 2007 in the area of 
illustration. Her book Os Dois Lados was selected for The White Ravens 2008, organised 
by the International Youth Library, in the International Children’s Book Fair of 
Bologne.  Her book O Leão e o Coelho Saltitão was selected the following year. 
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Books for Teenagers 
 

A Cruzada das Crianças 
Afonso Cruz 
 
Synopsis: What would adults do if thousands of 
children went out to the streets and to reclaim 
the dreams that adults forgot to keep dreaming, 
and ask for justice that they long stopped 
believing in? Will we continue to ignore these 
crusaders with the same cynicism, disbelief or 
inertia with which we look at the world? Or is 
it time to listen to the children’s dreams?  
	
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Recommended age: 7+ 

 
 
 
 
Afonso Cruz (Figueira da Foz, 1971) is a writer, illustrator and filmmaker. Since 2007 
Afonso Cruz has illustrated around 30 books for children, in collaboration with 
Portuguese authors such as José Jorge Letria, António Torrado and Alice Vieira. He has 
produced animated films and he published his first book A Carne de Deus in 2008, 
followed by Enciclopédia da Estória Universal (2009), which was awarded the Camilo 
Castelo Branco Prize – APE/Câmara Municipal de Famalicão in 2011. He has also 
written Os Livros Que Devoraram o Meu Pai, which won the Maria Rosa Colaço Prize 
for Literature in 2009, A Contradição Humana, which was distinguished with the Authors 
Prize in 2011 from the Portuguese Writers Association/RTP, with the Prize 
Ler/Booktailors, with a Special Mention in the National illustration Prize, was placed in 
IBBY’s List of Honour and also chosen to be part of the White Ravens Exhibition 2011. 
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Books for Teenagers 
 

Amores de Família 
Carla Maia de Almeida and Marta 
Monteiro 
 
Synopsis: The book portrays the diverse 
profiles of today's families'. Apart from the 
traditional family, we have single parents, 
grandparents that complement the absence of 
parents, unemployed uncles with children 
from previous marriages, foster parents, and 
gay parents. The characters are inspired in 
ancient Greco-Roman mythology because 
nothing is more heterogeneous than family 
relationships in the Olympus. 
 

 
Recommended age: 10 
 
 
 
Carla Maia de Almeida (Matosinhos, 1969) is a journalist, translator and writer, with a 
post-graduation in Children’s Books. She collaborates regularly for a Sunday supplement 
magazine and is responsible for reviewing and raising awareness of books for children in 
the magazine LER. Her first book for children was O Gato e a rainha Só (2005), followed 
by Não quero usar óculos (2008), Ainda Falta Muito? (2009) and Onde moram as casas 
(2011). In her blog O Jardim Assombrado she writes mainly about children’s literature. 
  
 
Marta Monteiro (Penafiel, 1973) has studied Sculpture and Arts and was a teacher. Since 
2012 she works full-time as an illustrator and collaborates with Nobrow Magazine, 
Washington Post, The New York Times and Visão. Her first book, Sombras, was 
distinguished by 3x3 in 2013. In 2014 she showcased her work in Bologna Children’s 
Book Fair and in the same year Little People, an ongoing illustration project where 
Lilliputian females are the main characters, was awarded with a gold medal from the 
Society of Illustrators in the category of uncommissioned pieces.  
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Books for Teenagers 
 

Irmão Lobo 
Carla Maia de Almeida and António Jorge Gonçalves 

 
Synopsis: This is the story of a family, told by 
Bolota, from two different points of view: as an 8 
year old and as a teenager.  She is one of three 
children in a family dealing with the harshness that 
challenges life, forced to move into ever smaller 
homes. In time, they are left only with a pale 
shadow of happier times. The story, told between 
dream and reality, by a child who, piece by piece, 
understands the tragedy and impossibility in these 
fantastical tales she depicts her life through. The 
illustrations by António Jorge Gonçalves, in a 
chromatic triangle of white, black and blue, depict 
perfectly the melancholy present throughout the 
book. 
 
Recommend age: +10 
 

 
 
Carla Maia de Almeida (Matosinhos, 1969) is a journalist, translator and writer, with a 
post-graduation in Children’s Books. She collaborates regularly for a Sunday supplement 
magazine and is responsible for reviewing and raising awareness of books for children in 
the magazine LER. Her first book for children was O Gato e a rainha Só (2005), followed 
by Não quero usar óculos (2008), Ainda Falta Muito? (2009) and Onde moram as casas 
(2011). In her blog O Jardim Assombrado she writes mainly about children’s literature. 
	
 
António Jorge Gonçalves (Lisbon, 1964) graduated in Graphic Design from the Lisbon 
School of Fine Arts and took a Master's degree in Theatre Design at the Slade School of 
Fine Art in London. Through the 80's and the 90's he has published Graphic Novels in 
books, newspapers and magazines in Portugal, Spain, France and Italy. Recently he 
created the Subway Life Project and has been developing work with stage performers 
doing digital drawing and projection (real time). The 'City Nosebook', a collection of 
portraits created by cutting out the profiles of faces from the edges of the pages. 
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Books for Teenagers 
 

Supergigante 
Ana Pessoa 
 
Synopsis: Edgar runs at full speed and leaves 
everything behind: family, school, and friends. 
Today is the saddest day of his life because his 
grandfather is gone, but it is also the happiest day 
because Joana kissed him for the first time. On the 
road, Edgar stumbles through his reflections, the 
family lunches, the laughter of friends and long 
conversations with Joana. As he moves forward, 
Edgar becomes bigger and bigger. At some point 
he does not fit inside his own body. He is a 
monster. He is a continuous explosion. He is 
supergiant. 
	
 
 

 
Recommended age: 10 
 
  
 
 
Ana Pessoa (Lisbon, 1982) began writing stories at the age of 10. She studied Modern 
Languages and Literature (German and Portuguese Studies) at the Faculty of Arts of the 
University of Lisbon. At 22 she left to do a 6 month internship in Germany and never 
returned. She has lived and worked as a translator in Brussels since 2007. O Caderno 
Vermelho da Rapariga Karateca is her first book and won the Branquinho da Fonseca 
Award in 2011. She won awards in the International "Sea of Words" short stories 
Competition in 2010, in Spain, and the International Theatre Competition Castello di 
Duino 2011, in Italy. Supergigante is her second book. 
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Books for Teenagers 
 

Viagens de Chapéu - As invenções e indecisões de D. Amélia Longor 
Susana Cardoso Ferreira and Susa Monteiro 

 
Synopsis: This is how it happened. Ema (a bright 
girl) and Baltazar (a awkward kid) were enjoying 
living their lives when an unbelievable thing 
happened to them and both ended up in a far away 
place where they met a most curious person. 
	
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Recommended age: +10 
 

 
 
 
Susana Cardoso Ferreira (Lisbon, 1972) is a teacher focusing on the development of 
cognitive skills. She, working with the cooperative Crescer na Cidade, develops activities 
relating to the culture of infancy in urban environments.  Her other books are Minas, o 
Lápis Professor (2008) and Os Pés Mágicos de Jeremias (2010). 
 
 
 
Susa Monteiro (Beja, 1979) studied Fine Arts in Lisbon. In the last 10 years she dedicated 
herself to illustrations and comics, working as a freelancer for several magazines, 
including Mais Alentejo, Rodapé and Venham+5. She regularly showcases her work. 
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The list of the books was recommended by 
Professor Ana Margarida Ramos  
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