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A SELECTION OF THE BEST BOOKS FOR CHILDREN & 

YOUNG ADULTS  PUBLISHED IN ENGLISH 2016/7 

 

Eurolis is grateful to the Chartered Institute of Library and 

Information Professionals for once again providing this inspiring 

selection of children’s books in English to the Eurotoolbox 

Collection for 2017.  

 

The CILIP Kate Greenaway Medal Shortlist for 2016 

Judges’ comments are listed in italics 

 
The Kate Greenaway Medal was established in 

1955, for distinguished illustration in a book for 

children. It is named after the popular nineteenth 

century artist known for her fine children's 

illustrations and designs. 
 

The CILIP Kate Greenaway Medal is awarded 

annually for an outstanding book in terms of 

illustration for children and young people. 

Awarded annually, the Medal is the only prize in the UK to solely reward 

outstanding illustration in a children's book. The winner receives a golden 

medal and £500 worth of books to donate to a library of their choice. 

 

Since 2000, the winner of the Kate Greenaway Medal has also been awarded 

the £5000 Colin Mears Award. Colin Mears, a Worthing-based accountant and 

children's book collector, left a bequest providing every Greenaway winner 

with a cash award as well as the coveted Medal. 

 

Previous winners include Levi Pinfold, Raymond Briggs, Shirley Hughes, 

former Children's Laureates Quentin Blake and Anthony Brown, and current 

Children's Laureate Chris Riddell. 
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Dieter Braun 

Wild Animals of the North 

Translated by Jen Calleja 

 

Flying Eye Books (5+) 

9781909263963 

 
From the polar bears of the Arctic to the North 

American pumas and pandas in Asia, Wild Animals 

of the North takes children on an exciting journey of 

discovery. The stunning and accurate drawings show these animals in all 

their natural majesty and the witty and charming descriptions will teach 

children all about their new favourite animals. 

 

These beautiful, expressive illustrations of animals capture their motion and 

personality in a way that is truly remarkable for such stylized images. The 3D effect 

of the stunning geometric line and use of colour makes them truly live and breathe on 

the page. The colour palette is subtle but beautifully suited to both habitats and the 

animals we meet there. The variety of layout makes every page turn a surprise and 

continually engages the reader's interest. The interplay of text and images make this a 

really enjoyable and memorable learning experience. 

 

Dieter Braun is a freelance illustrator and children's book author from 

Hamburg, Germany. He studied Communication Design at the 

Folkwangschule in Essen. Clients include international publications like Time 

Magazine, The New York Times, stern, Cosmopolitan, Newsweek, Elle and 

Glamour. The illustrations for the anniversary edition of Momo by Michael 

Ende are among his most recent work. 

 

Emily Gravett 

Tidy 

Two Hoots (3+) 

9781447273981 

 

A very funny rhyming woodland story about the 

perils of being too tidy. Pete the badger likes 

everything to be neat and tidy at all times, but what 

starts as the collecting of one fallen leaf escalates 

quickly and ends with the complete destruction of 

the forest! Pete eventually realises the error of his ways and must begin to put 

everything back. 
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This charming and witty story perfectly delivers its message of environmental 

preservation with subtlety and humour. The depth of quality in its production is 

outstanding; the multi-layered hole on the front cover, the double sided dust jacket 

and the wonderful flaps draw in and delight the reader. Lush foliage and vibrant 

forest colours shine through, as the palette subtly changes to reflect the seasons. Full 

of humour and skilful comic visual details, such as the wonderful badger-like 

decoration on the vacuum cleaner, this is a book to delight readers of all ages. 

 

Emily Gravett is a graduate of Brighton University and winner of the 2004 

Macmillan Prize for Illustration. Wolves, her first picture book was published 

in August 2005 and marked the beginning of an internationally stellar career 

creating extraordinary books for children. Emily's books have won numerous 

regional, national and specialist awards, including the prestigious CILIP Kate 

Greenaway Medal twice, for Wolves in 2005 and for Little Mouse's Big Book 

of Fears in 2008. Both books are also the recipient of the Nestlé Children's 

Book Prize Bronze Award. In 2007, Emily won the Best Emerging Illustrator 

Award at the Booktrust Early Years Awards for Monkey and Me. 

 

Emily was born in Brighton. She left school with few qualifications and spent 

8 years living on the road (in a variety of vehicles including a truck, caravan 

and RAF petrol bus called Toby Diesel) before settling back in Brighton and 

getting a place on the BA (Hons) Illustration course at Brighton University. 

She lives in Brighton with her daughter Oleander, partner Mik and their two 

dogs Otto and Edie. 

 

 

William Grill 

The Wolves of Currumpaw 

 

Flying Eye Books (7+) 

9781909263833 (hardback) 

 

This is a re-telling of a short story from a collection first 

published in 1898. Set in the plains of New Mexico this 

follows the story of a notorious wolf pack and the man 

hired to trap the pack's leader. It is a tale of how the 

hunter's life was changed and how this led to the establishment of wildlife 

conservation societies across America. 

 

The large format of this book allows the reader a great visual experience, echoing the 

vast plains of New Mexico. The beautifully rendered dust jacket and end papers, 

inspired by Navajo and Hopi designs, usher the reader into this atmospheric tale. The 

colour palette is chosen with utmost care and the technique of sweeping pencil strokes 
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evoke the setting and easily allow the scale of the desert to show the insignificance of 

man and wolf in the whole area. This book works on many levels, from the 

unobtrusive typography telling the story, the tactile nature of the endpaper 

illustrations to the synergy between illustration style and the setting of the tale. Text 

and images and are all carefully placed on the page, underlining the scale of the 

desert; whilst the movement of the wolves is so simply expressed. Grill's style is 

unique, distinctive and highly creative so much so that this books works on many 

levels, it is a deceptively simple medium showing a depth of richness and skill that is a 

testament to his skill. 

 
A graduate of the University of Falmouth, William Grill is an exciting young 

talent with a slew of prizes under his belt, including being the youngest Kate 

Greenaway Medal winner since 1960. 

 
 

Jim Kay 

Harry Potter and the Philosopher's Stone 

 

Bloomsbury (7+) 

9781408845646 

 

A full-colour illustrated hardback edition of the 

nation's favourite children's book - Harry Potter and 

the Philosopher's Stone. Brimming with rich detail 

and humour that perfectly complements J.K. Rowling's timeless classic, Jim 

Kay's glorious illustrations will captivate fans and new readers alike. 

 

An outstanding illustrated version of a modern children's classic, ready to bring a 

new generation of readers into the magical world of Harry Potter. These illustrations 

go back to the text and lure the reader away from the familiar film images. The artist 

has added so much more depth and detail to bring this world to life. For example there 

is a whole street worth of invented detail in Diagon Alley and we have intricate 

scientific drawings of the various species of troll that inhabit this world. There is an 

astonishing range of techniques and artistry shown throughout the book in a variety 

of full page portraits, small vignettes, chapter headings and the glorious end papers. 

This visualisation enhances the text and offers the reader a whole new, deeper and 

authentic experience. 

 

Jim Kay won the Kate Greenaway Medal in 2012 for his illustrations in A 

Monster Calls by Patrick Ness. He studied illustration at the University of 

Westminster and since graduating has worked in the Library & Archives of 

Tate Britain and the Royal Botanic Gardens at Kew. After producing a one-
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man exhibition at Richmond Gallery he was approached by a publisher and 

his freelance illustration work began. Jim has produced concept work for film 

and television, and contributed to a group exhibition at the V&A Museum in 

London. He now lives and works in Northamptonshire with his partner and a 

rescued greyhound. On being commissioned to illustrate the world of Harry 

Potter he said, "From my point of view it is, without doubt, the best 

commission you can be given ... to be given the opportunity to design the 

characters, the costume, the architecture and landscapes to possibly the most 

expansive fantasy world in children's literature, well let's just say I'm 

extremely excited about it. However, I am also mindful of the huge 

responsibility this represents. I just want to make sure I do the best job I 

possibly can." 

 
Chris Riddell 

A Great Big Cuddle 

 

Walker Books (3+) 

9781406343199 (hardback) 

 

A new collection of poems from Michael Rosen that 

delight with rhythm, noise and energy. This is a 

book for the very young, but one which their adults 

will enjoy sharing with them again and again. 

 

This is an unusual size for a picture book, but the layout of each poem works to give 

the reader a different experience every time a page is turned. The poems requiring 

movement have that in abundance in both typography and in the illustration. The 

simple primary colour palette makes the illustrations bold and engaging. There is a 

creative use of the vignettes that really adds to the textual experience. The 

illustrations underline the nonsense of the poetry making this a very satisfying and 

distinctive experience. Two people at the height of their powers combining to make a 

great book for very young people. 

 

Chris Riddell is one of the country's finest children's book illustrators. He has 

twice won the Kate Greenaway Medal - for Pirate Diary and Gulliver's 

Travels. He is a political cartoonist for the Observer and has collaborated with 

Paul Stewart on the extremely popular Edge Chronicles and Muddle Earth 

series. In recent years he has had success writing and illustrating his own 

books, including the Ottoline stories and Goth Girl and the Ghost of a Mouse, 

which won a Costa Book Award. Chris lives in Brighton. 
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Francesca Sanna 

The Journey 

 

Flying Eye Books (8+) 

9781909263994 

 

With haunting echoes of the current refugee 

crisis this beautifully illustrated book 

explores the unimaginable decisions made as a family leave their home and 

everything they know to escape the turmoil and tragedy brought by war. 

 

These timely and distinctive illustrations offer a deep and emotional introduction to 

the losses and experiences that immigrant families face. A strong sense of movement 

is achieved throughout, as the family journey onwards in a quest for safety. The 

menace of war and evil are particularly well depicted through the imposing black sea 

representing the approaching war, and dense black shadows that bring a real and deep 

darkness with them. A carefully chosen palette of colours, tones and techniques are 

used to great effect in the depiction of both physical and emotional landscapes. 

Impressive use of the endpapers is made, as they respectively introduce and then 

continue the story. An unusual typeface is used for the sparse, yet moving text, 

resembling handwriting this poignantly emphasises the personal nature of the story. 

This book will have a powerful impact on readers of all ages. 

 

Francesca is an Italian illustrator and graphic designer based in Switzerland. 

After she finished her studies in Cagliari, the main city of her beloved 

Mediterranean island (Sardinia) she said goodbye to her family and her cat 

(Berta) and moved to Germany before and Switzerland after, in order to 

follow her dream and be able to work as an illustrator. She graduated in 2015 

from the Lucerne School of Art and Design with focus on Illustration. The 

Journey is her first picture book. 

 

Brian Selznick 

The Marvels 

 

Scholastic (10+) 

9781407159454 (hardback) 

 

The story cleverly combines that of the Marvels - a 

theatrical dynasty from the 1700s whose grandfather 

Billy was ship-wrecked - with a more contemporary tale 

of Joseph who has run away from boarding schools. This 
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is a story of relationships and connections told through the piecing together of 

different media that embraces pictures, letters, newspaper reporting and 

story. 

 

This visually stunning book invites exploration from the first page. The whole 

production is a work of art that is outstanding on every level. Detailed cross-hatched 

illustrations carry the reader's focus to the heart of characters, action and drama 

through a near-cinematic zooming in and panning out. There is a strong use of space 

and a real awareness of how different forms. come together to produce a story, 

creating an innovative and fully immersive experience. 

 

Brian Selznick graduated from university with the intention of becoming a 

theatre set designer. However, after spending three years bookselling and 

designing window displays for a children's bookshop, he was inspired to 

create picture books of his own. His first novel, The Invention of Hugo 

Cabret, has won many awards including the New York Times Best Illustrated 

Book and was a feature-length film, Hugo, directed by Martin Scorsese. His 

follow-up illustrated novel, Wonderstruck, debuted at #1 on the bestseller 

lists. Brian divides his time between New York and California. 

 

Lane Smith 

There is a Tribe of Kids 

 

Two Hoots (3+) 

9781509812882 (hardback) 

At variants with its title, this is a subtle story of 

a lonely child searching for a place in the world, 

somewhere it is possible to belong... The reader 

accompanies the child on a journey through different habitats, meeting 

different groups of animals. A measured change from past to present tense 

and from loneliness to togetherness signal a change. 

 

There's a wonderful sense of movement, animation and life in the illustrations to this 

book. A palette comprised of muted earth tones emphasises and extends the natural 

tone and themes of the book. Use of sequencing is controlled and there is an 

impressive synergy and balance between text and illustration. There is a warmth and 

wit in the play and imagination shown in the final spreads showing how the children 

are influenced and inspired by the world around them suggesting ideas around the 

way nurture and environmental factors can be formative in growth. 

 
There is a shelf of books by renowned artist and author Lane Smith, 

including the New York Times bestselling It's a Book and its companion, It's a 
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Little Book. The beautiful Caldecott Honor-winning Grandpa Green can also 

be found there alongside his brilliantly quirky collaborations with John 

Scieszka including The True Story of the Three Little Pigs and The Stinky 

Cheeseman and Other Fairly Stupid Tales. In 2012, the Eric Carle Museum 

named him a Carle Artist for "lifelong innovation in the field of children's 

picture books," and in 2014 he was awarded the Lifetime Achievement Award 

from the American Society of Illustrators. Lane Smith lives in a small town in 

rural Connecticut, USA with his wife, the designer Molly Leach, and a scurry 

of flying squirrels. 
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The Carnegie Medal is awarded annually to the writer of an 

outstanding book for children. 
 

It was established by in 1936, in memory of the great Scottish-born 

philanthropist, Andrew Carnegie (1835-1919). Carnegie was a self-made 

industrialist who made his fortune in steel in the USA. His experience of 

using a library as a child led him to resolve that "if ever wealth came to me 

that it should be used to establish free libraries." 
 

The Carnegie Medal 

 

Carnegie set up more than 2800 libraries across the 

English speaking world and, by the time of his death, 

over half the library authorities in Great Britain had 

Carnegie libraries. 

 

First awarded to Arthur Ransome for ‘Pigeon Post’, 

the winner receives a golden medal and £500 worth of 

books to donate to a library of their choice. Since 2016 

the winner of the Carnegie Medal has also been 

awarded the £5,000 Colin Mears Award. 

 

The medal is awarded by CILIP: the Chartered Institute of Library and 

Information Professionals. 

 

The CILIP Carnegie Medal Shortlist for 2017  

Judges’ comments are listed in italics 

 

Please note: the ‘age range’ listed below is intended as a guide only, as 

determined by the 2017 judging panel. 
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Frank Cottrell-Boyce 

Sputnik's Guide to Life on Earth 

 

Macmillan (8+) 

9780230771376 (hardback) 

 

The Blythes live on a small farm and sometimes foster 

children. Now Prez has come to live with them. But, 

though he seems cheerful and helpful, he never says a 

word. Then one day Prez answers the door to a small, loud 

stranger carrying a backpack who goes by the name of Sputnik. The family 

pat Sputnik on the head, call him a good boy and it seems they all think 

Sputnik is a dog. It turns out that Sputnik is writing a guidebook to Earth 

called Ten Things Worth Doing on Earth, and he takes Prez on a journey to 

find them. 

 

Wonderfully witty and wise this has the author's trademark perfect blend of humour 

and pathos with realistic human characters existing within a tightly plotted, 

fantastically inventive and original adventure. There is a very satisfying complexity 

of ideas which make the reader think as well as laugh. This writer is particularly 

skilled at using fantasy to say something about the world we live in and how we relate 

to each other and it is the relationships which really matter. That between Prez and 

his grandfather with dementia is particularly well drawn and the ending of this 

uplifting story is both touching and credible. 

 

Frank Cottrell Boyce is the author of Millions, Framed, Cosmic, The 

Astounding Broccoli Boy and the Chitty Chitty Bang Bang sequels. He is also 

a successful writer of screen-plays and, along with director Danny Boyle, 

devised the Opening Ceremony for the London 2012 Olympic Games. He 

lives in Merseyside with his family. 

 

Zana Fraillon 

The Bone Sparrow 

 

Orion Children's Books (11+) 

9781510101548 (hardback) 

 

Born in a refugee camp, all Subhi knows of the world is that 

he's at least 19 fence diamonds high, the nice Jackets never 

stay long, and at night he dreams that the sea finds its way to his tent, 

bringing with it unusual treasures. And one day it brings him Jimmie. 

Carrying a notebook that she's unable to read and wearing a sparrow made 
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out of bone around her neck Jimmie strikes up an unlikely friendship with 

Subhi beyond the fence. As he reads aloud the tale of how Jimmie's family 

came to be, both children discover the importance of their own stories in 

writing their futures. 

 

Simply and innocently told from a child's perspective this important and timely novel 

brings to life the risks people are willing to take to make their voices heard and the 

resilience of the human spirit. Subhi's hauntingly evocative descriptions of life in the 

camp deftly capture the claustrophobic feel of the camp, whilst his vivid imagination 

and love of stories provide a much needed escape from the awful reality of his 

situation. The plot is skilfully executed, blending together the two different narratives 

of the main characters, allowing both to influence the other's life and propelling the 

action forward. Finally, the credible and consistent ending offers hope, but no easy 

happy ending. 

 

Zana Fraillon lives in Victoria, Australia with her husband and three sons. She 

worked as a primary school teacher before having children, and has had 

picture books and middle grade fiction published in Australia. 

 

Bonnie-Sue Hitchcock 

The Smell of Other People's Houses 

 

Faber and Faber (13+) 

9780571314959 (paperback) 

 

A tapestry of four rites of passage stories told across 

four different seasons against the backdrop of Alaskan 

life and landscapes. Ruth, Dora, Alyce and Hank each 

have their own concerns and anxieties to contend with 

in their home lives. As their stories and characters 

develop, they begin to discover parallels and interconnections in the stories 

and secrets they hold. 

 

Not a word is wasted in these lyrical stories of family, romance, tragedy good fortune 

and redemption. Short chapters with alternating points of view immerse readers into 

multiple storylines where there is a tonal balance between a sense of urgency and 

great reflection. The four protagonists are subtly and so convincingly developed it is 

difficult to imagine they are not real people. The author has succeeded in creating a 

thoroughly convincing world. 

 

Born and raised in Alaska and a longtime journalist for Alaska Public Radio, 

Bonnie-Sue Hitchcock spent ten years fishing commercially and raised her 

children on a boat in Southeast Alaska - bringing a rare authenticity to her 
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writing about America's last frontier. She now lives in Lyons, Colorado, 

where she's slowly rebuilding her house after the catastrophic floods of 

September 2013. The Smell of Other People's Houses is her first novel, and 

inspired by her experiences of growing up in Alaska. 

 

Glenda Millard 

The Stars at Oktober Bend 

 

Old Barn Books (12+) 

9781910646151 (paperback) 

 

Alice is fifteen, with hair as red as fire and skin as pale as 

bone, but something inside her is broken. She has a brain 

injury, the result of an assault. Manny was once a child 

soldier. He is sixteen and has lost all his family. When Manny first sees Alice, 

she is sitting on the rusty roof of her river house, looking like a carving on an 

old-fashioned ship, sailing through the stars. He has a poem in his pocket and 

he knows the words by heart. And he is sure that girl has written them. When 

Manny and Alice meet they find the beginnings of love and healing. 

 

Told in their distinctive and memorable narrative voices this is a wonderfully 

evocative tale of two damaged young people who find redemption and hope in their 

love for each other. The author's use of poetry as a way for Alice to convey her 

innermost feelings and to reach out to the world around her, works extraordinarily 

well and the poems are simple and beautiful. The lyrical, outstanding writing 

throughout develops strong characterization and a vivid sense of place, as their tragic 

stories gradually unfold; building to a dramatic climax that brings each strand of the 

novel together in an intensely satisfying way. 

 

Glenda Millard is a highly respected author of books for children of all ages, 

who deserves to be better known outside her Australian homeland. Her novel 

A Small Free Kiss in the Dark was the Winner of the 2009 Queensland 

Premier's Award for young adults and included on the Honour List for the 

2012 International Board of Books for Young People. Books from her popular 

Kingdom of Silk series have also received individual awards and her novel 

The Novice was chosen for a White Raven Award in 2006. Glenda has also 

written many picture books, including The Duck and the Darklings, 

illustrated by Stephen Michael King. 

 

Glenda began to write when her four children became teenagers and now 

writes full-time, often inspired by the landscapes of Victoria, Australia, where 

she has lived all her life. 
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Mal Peet with Meg Rosoff 

Beck 

 

Walker Books (16+) Advisory notice about content 

9781406331127 (hardback) 

 

Alternating between brutality and passion, Beck is an 

utterly compelling historical bildungsroman that tells a 

story of survival, hardship romance and a fight against 

inequality. Betrayed by those that should have nurtured him, Beck begins a 

life of servitude. Finding eventual escape, he journeys for freedom and a place 

where he can belong, encountering trials and prejudice along the way. 

 

Gripping from start to finish, the writing in Beck is flawless, successfully balancing 

graphic cruelty with a gradual softening of tone as both the lead character and the 

story develop and grow. Beck himself, is witty, colloquial and utterly believable and 

heads up a cast of richly drawn, well rounded characters. This is a story that stays 

with readers reminding them that in spite of discrimination and hardship, there can 

be love, goodness and hope in the world. 

 

Mal Peet's first novel, Keeper, won the Branford Boase Award and the Bronze 

Nestle Children's Book Prize; Tamar won the Carnegie Medal; and Exposure 

was the winner of the Guardian Children's Fiction Prize. A writer and 

illustrator, Mal produced many books for children throughout his lifetime, 

most of them in collaboration with his wife, Elspeth Graham. He also wrote a 

critically acclaimed adult novel, The Murdstone Trilogy. 

 

Meg Rosoff is the award-winning author of How I Live Now, which won the 

Guardian Children's Fiction Prize and the Branford Boase Award. Her second 

novel, Just in Case, won the Carnegie Medal and her other books include 

Picture Me Gone and Jonathan Unleashed, her first novel for adults. She lives 

in London. Follow Meg on Twitter @megrosoff. 

 

Philip Reeve 

Railhead 

 

Oxford University Press (12+) 

9780192742766 (paperback) 

 

The Great Network is a strange and wonderful world, 

crisscrossed by sentient trains, travelling across galaxies. It 

is also a place with great danger - especially for the leading 

character Zen - a petty thief who steals more than he expects one day, setting 
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him on a dangerous and thrilling journey. But is it Zen or what he has stolen 

that is also a key to the whole basis of the Great Network, why is he being 

chased by so many very important people from the authorities and who will 

be his ally along the way? 

 

The novel is difficult to characterise being a mix of sci-fi, fantasy, romance and 

thriller. A whole world is built through very imaginative use of language which 

underpins a complex but well-constructed plot. A plot that is kept light, inventive and 

original, engaging and fast-paced throughout with clever use of humour and wit. The 

characters are easy to relate to; due to the realistic and interesting way they are 

portrayed, even minor characters are rounded and engaging. Through exploration of 

some of the non-human characters there is an exploration of what it is to be human 

whilst also exploring quite harsh criticisms of society in subtle ways. This is an 

engaging, emotionally satisfying read, using exciting language to draw the reader in. 

 

Philip Reeve was born and raised in Brighton, where he wrote his first story 

at the tender age of five about a spaceman called Spike and his dog Spook. He 

is a talented illustrator and writer, and he has illustrated several titles in the 

Horrible Histories series. 

 

Philip is best known for his multi award-winning Mortal Engines quartet, 

which won the Nestlé Children's Book Prize, the Blue Peter Book Award, and 

the Guardian Children's Book Award. Philip has also won the prestigious 

CILIP Carnegie Medal with Here Lies Arthur. 

 

You can visit Philip's website and blog at www.philip-reeve.com 

 

Ruta Sepetys 

Salt to the Sea 

 

Puffin (13+) 

9780141347400 (paperback) 

 

It's early 1945 and a group of people trek across Germany, 

bound together by their desperation to reach the ship that 

can take them away from the war-ravaged land. Four 

young people, each haunted by their own dark secret, narrate their 

unforgettable stories. This inspirational novel is based on a true story from the 

Second World War. When the German ship the Wilhelm Gustloff was sunk in 

port in early 1945 it had over 9000 civilian refugees, including children, on 

board. Nearly all were drowned. Sepetys brilliantly imagines their story 
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Mood is perfectly handled throughout this novel as we follow the characters, first 

through feelings of weariness as the journey towards the port, to anxiety at the 

prospect of not gaining a ticket to board, to sickness and overcrowding once on-board 

and, finally, to both desperation and hope in a traumatic conclusion. The structure of 

the book works exceptionally well as short chapters tell the interwoven stories and 

slowly reveal the secrets of our four distinctive narrators. Engaging, interesting and, 

at times, terrifying characters abound as historical events are brought to life through 

their collective stories. This is a haunting and beautiful novel that breathes life into 

one of World War II's most terrifying and little-known tragedies. 

 

Ruta Sepetys is the author of acclaimed YA novel, Between Shades of Grey. 

Born and raised in Michigan in a family of Lithuanian descent, Ruta now lives 

with her husband in Tennessee. Ruta was a highly successful promoter of 

classical music concerts, booking and touring with orchestras worldwide, 

before turning to writing full-time. In 2015 Ruta has been awarded The 

Rockefeller Foundation's prestigious Bellagio Center writing residency, where 

she will interact with other leading international artists, writers and thinkers. 

 

Lauren Wolk 

Wolf Hollow 

 

Corgi Children's Books (10+) 

9780552574297 (paperback) 

 

Set in Western Pennsylvania in 1943, in a quiet 

community where everyone knows, or thinks they do, 

everyone else. Annabelle's life is turned inside out when 

cruel and manipulative Betty arrives to live with her 

grandparents. Betty has a formidable array of means for creating 

unpleasantness. But, then she suddenly disappears and the suspicion for that 

disappearance falls on Toby, a quiet, odd character who lives on the edge of 

Wolf Hollow. 

 

The language used in this novel exquisitely conveys the atmosphere of the 1940s 

American rural setting. The naivety of the voice vividly conveys the mores of the time 

and the young narrator. Every character is believable, well developed and fully 

rounded, combined with well observed small domestic details. This is a truthful 

exploration of a small-time attitudes and injustice without being overly sentimental, 

and exploring questions of morality within the confines of the story. In places, it has 

shades of 'To Kill a Mockingbird', making it a rich and satisfying read. 

 

After graduating from Brown University in 1981 with a degree in English 

literature, Lauren Wolk spent a year as a writer with the Battered Women's 
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Project of the St. Paul American Indian Center, and then worked as both an 

editor and an English teacher. Since 2007, she has been the Associate Director 

of the Cultural Center of Cape Cod. She is an award-winning poet and also a 

visual artist. 

 

Wolf Hollow is set in western Pennsylvania where her family roots run deep. 

Both of her parents were raised in that area, her mother on a farm and in a 

family that served as the inspiration for the novel. 


