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La Diamanterie ou vacances d’une fille bancale, by Laure 
Monloubou | éditions Amaterra (feb. 2017)  

ABOUT THE BOOK 
Penelope lives with her mum in a big city. Over the holidays she will 
have to spend some time at her grandparents...in the middle of 
nowhere! She is not looking forward to it but this trip to the 
countryside will change everything forever. She will fall in love, make 
new friendships and befriend an eccentric jewellery maker. 

 ABOUT THE AUTHOR 
Laure was born in Paris in 1976, but she grew up in the Jura mountains. There she discovered 
her love for drawing and skiing! Since she hasn’t stop doodling. She went to Emile Cohl fine 
arts school and started crafting books right after. She now lives in Lyon, surrounded by books.  

Maman renard, by Amandine Momenceau | éditions l'Agrume, 
(oct. 2015)  

ABOUT THE BOOK 
At the edge of the woods Mother Fox is looking after her cubs 
playing in the snow. It is a very sunny winter afternoon and the little 
cubs are having so much fun that they don’t realise that they are 
getting further and further away from their den. Mother Fox loses 
their sight in an instant. Looking for them is not easy between the 
snow and all the trees. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR 

Amandine Momenceau is a young French artist just published in the UK. After a master in 
graphic art and a thesis on children’s illustrated books, she discovered a real passion for 
paper cut outs, her defining technique. With a pair of scissors in hand, Momenceau puts 
together elegant and enchanting stories about tiny foxes. 
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Né sous X, by Valérie Lacroix | éditions Le Verger des Hesperides, 
( jan. 2017) 

 ABOUT THE BOOK 
At the fair, Leo spends his last coins to see a fortune-teller. He was 
adopted as a very young age. The fortune-teller tells him that he will 
find his birth mother if he follows the steps of a polar bear. Shaken 
up by this revelation, Leo and his friend Laura decided they will go 
on this very special mission. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR 
Valerie was born in 1965. She lives in Lyon with her 3 children, whom she withdraw inspiration 
from. She is a full time science professor as well as an author. She actively fights against 
injustice and violence.  

Boule et Bill ,  Vol. 37 : Bill  est un gros rapporteur !  by Jean Roba | 
éditions Dargaud (nov. 2016)  

 ABOUT THE BOOK 
This all time favourite comic book is back! Boule is a jolly, lazy and 
very bright kids. Bill, his dog, is not your common kid of dog. He is as 
naughty as he is adorable. Friendship between those two is made of 
laughter, silliness and adventure. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR 
Born in Belgium in 1930 and drawing from a very young age, Jean Roba first turned to 
advertising, where he worked as an illustrator, then became head of a studio. The number of 
books about the kid and the cocker spaniel who never age sold in France and Belgium has 
since exceeded twenty-five million. They are available in a dozen or so languages and have 
been used to illustrate countless products more or less all over the world. 
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Le petit Spirou présente, Vol. 7 :  Presque tout sur ma mère, by 
Tome & Janry | éditions Dupuis (nov. 2017)  

 ABOUT THE BOOK 
She chases monsters with her broom, guesses something is up 
before it even happened, threatens to replace her naughty son for a 
kinder one and often turns into a bedroom cleaning bully. One this is 
for sure: Petit Spirou’s mum is an opinionated woman! 

ABOUT THE AUTHORS 
Born on October 2nd 1957 in The Congo, Janry spent the first ten years of his life in Africa. 
When he arrived in Brussels with his parents in 1967, the young boy was already obsessed with 
drawing. To channel his obvious talent for images, he was enrolled in a graphic arts school 
and made his debut in fanzines. As a teenager, he met his future associate Philippe Tome. 
When he had to go off on his military service, Tome filled in for him. On returning from his 
obligations, Janry met up with Tome again, and the pair formed a promising duo.  
In 1987, they created the spin-off series, "Le Petit Spirou," recounting the mischievous 
childhood of their hero, a new idol for fans of Spirou mag. 

Au lit Miyuki, by Roxane Marie Galliez & Seng Soun Ratanavanh | 
éditions La Martinière jeunesse (feb. 2017)  

 ABOUT THE BOOK 
Miyuki is back! After learning how to be patient in the morning, she 
is now working on new ways to delay bedtime. This delicate tale is 
full of poetry and dream-like illustrations. 

ABOUT THE AUTHORS 
Roxanne is the wordsmith and poet and Seng the illustrator. They have worked together on 
several children's books. Roxane Marie Galliez is a scholar in history and ancient civilisation. 
She loves traveling around the world and says she inherited the desire to discover the world 
from her grandparents who were fishermen. Seng Soun Ratanavanh is a French illustrator 
and painter. Born in 1974, Seng Soun Ratanavanh is graduated from the Paris School of Fine 
Art. She exhibits her paintings and drawings in France and abroad.  
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Les colombes du Roi-Soleil,  Vol. 14 : Retrouvailles à Versailles,  by 
Anne-Marie Desplat-Duc | éd. Flammarion jeunesse (mar. 2016)  

 ABOUT THE BOOK 
The Colombes grew up near Versailles under the severe education 
methods of Madame de Maintenon. It has not always been easy, but 
they sworn to be friends forever. After travelling the world, 
discovering new horizons, falling in love, they gather again for one 
surprising event at the Palace. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR 
Anne-Marie was born in the Ardèche region in France. She moved near Paris where she now 
lives with her husband and her dog. She spends her days writing, dreaming, writing some 
more... 

Les contes de Perrault,  by Charles Perrault |  éd. Auzou, (oct. 2014) 
FOLK TALES THEME 

ABOUT THE BOOK 
Perrault’s fairy stories in Mother Goose were written to amuse his 
children. They include the now classic “Little Red Riding Hood,” 
“The Sleeping Beauty,” “Puss in Boots,” and “Bluebeard,” modern 
versions of half-forgotten folk tales, which Perrault retold in a style 
that is simple and free from affectation. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR 
Charles Perrault, (born 1628, in Paris, died 1703, Paris), was a French poet, prose writer, and 
storyteller, a leading member of the Académie Française. He is best remembered for his 
collection of fairy stories for children, Contes de ma mère l’oye (1697; Tales of Mother Goose).  
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D'entre les ogres, by Gilles Baum & Thierry Dedieu | éditions Seuil 
jeunesse (jan. 2017)  

 ABOUT THE BOOK 
A baby have been abandoned in the middle of the forest in a little 
basket. As the Ogre came closer, the child smiled at him. It has 
been over two hundred year that the Ogre and his lover wanted a 
baby of their own! They are going to adopt and love this little one 
with all their heart. Blanche would become the centre of their lives. 
She eats the finest food and wears the most delicate cloth. But she 
is wondering why her parents are not eating the same meals, or 
what they get up to late at night. Her parents cannot answer her 
questions and decide to bring Blanche to the nearest ‘human’ 
village...  

ABOUT THE AUTHORS 
Instead of becoming a superhero, an astronaut or an ornithologist Gilles decided to become a 
writer instead. This he could live all those lives and write about them in his books! Thierry 
studied sciences at school. In 1994 he decided to change plans and became both an author 
and illustrator for children's books.  

L'histoire de France en BD. 1939-1945 : la Seconde Guerre 
mondiale,  by Isabelle Bournier & Bruno Heitz | éditions Casterman, 
(mar. 2017)  

 ABOUT THE BOOK 
This comic book covers one of the most tragic historical period : 
World War II. The book present the events through the French 
perspective, from the first signs of the conflict until D-Day and the 
Liberation. All aspects of life under the Occupation are amazingly 
represented thanks to Bruno Heitz illustrations. 

ABOUT THE AUTHORS 
Prolific French graphic novel artist and illustrator Bruno Heitz is currently based in the South 
of France. Several of his series have a very interesting historical context and are must-reads 
for younger and older children. 
Isabelle Bournier is the Director of the Memorial de Caen-Centre for History and Peace. She 
collaborated with various French illustrators on non fiction books about WW2 and other 
conflicts. 



Institut français du Royaume Uni - 17 Queensberry Place London SW7 2DT | 
library@institutfrancais.org.uk 

Le loup en laisse, by Christian Oster & Michel Van Zeveren | l 'Ecole 
des Loisirs (feb. 2017)  

 ABOUT THE BOOK 
Little Red Ridding Hood, the Three Little Pigs and Mr. Seguin’s Goat 
team up against the Big Bad Wolf. This is one funny and tricky story. 
But beware, even with the Wolf on a leash, the woods are not always 
safe! 

ABOUT THE AUTHORS 
French author Christian Oster writes for both children and grown ups. When he writes for 
kids, his stories are always modern tales, full of wolves, princesses and ogres. Michel Van 
Zeveren was born in 1970 in Belgium. He started by studying animation but preferred 
illustration instead. He shares his time between children books and magazine. He favourite 
thing is napping!  
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