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Content  
 

  

BOOKS FOR CHILDREN AGED 4 AND UNDER:  
  

Susanne Straßer: So leicht so schwer (So light so heavy) 

 

Cornelia Funke; Susanne Göhlich (Ill.): Fabers Schatz (Faber’s Treasure)  

 

Stefanie Harjes: Als die Esel Tango tanzten (When the donkeys danced tango)   

 

BOOKS FOR CHILDREN AGED 5 TO 10:  
  

Anja Tuckermann; Uli Krappen (Ill.); Mehrdad Zaeri (Ill.): Nusret und die Kuh 

(Nusret and the Cow)  

 

Susanne Orosz; Stefanie Scharnberg (Ill.): Die Welt bei uns zu Hause (The 

World at Home) 

 

Lena Hach; Kerstin Mayer (Ill.): Ich, Tessa und das Erbsengeheimnis (Me, Tessa 

and the Secret of the Green Peas)  

 

BOOKS FOR CHILDREN AGED 11 TO 13:  
  

Jens Natter: Der Schimmelreiter (The Rider 

on the White Horse)  

 

Stefanie Höfler: Tanz der Tiefseequalle (Dance of the Deep-Sea Jellyfish)  

 

Thomas Thiemeyer: Evolution. Die Stadt der Überlebenden (Evolution. The 

City of Survivors)  
 

BOOKS FOR YOUTH AGED 14 AND ABOVE:  
 

Julya Rabinowich: Dazwischen: Ich (In the Middle: Me)   

  

Anne Freytag: Mein bester letzter Sommer (My Best Last Summer)



Susanne Straßer  
 

 So leicht so schwer  

 (So light so heavy) 

 Peter Hammer Verlag, ISBN: 978-3-7152-0701-8  
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CONTENT  

Anyone can swing and slide, but seesawing is the supreme playground discipline. 

There are only two options: Immense frustration or tons of fun! When Susanne 

Straßer puts the elephant on the seesaw it becomes immediately clear: An entire 

menagerie of featherweights will have to help out! The penguin is already on its 

way... 

 

AGE GROUP 2+  

  

AUTHOR AND ILLUSTRATOR 

Susanne Straßer, born in Erding in 1976, studied Communication Design in Munich and 

London. Her work has earned her international awards and has been exhibited 

abroad. She lives in Munich with her husband and two children. 

 

“There’s a surprise on every new page. Everything that seemed predictable is literally 

turned upside down...” Süddeutsche Zeitung



Cornelia Funke; Susanne Göhlich (Ill.)  
   

 Fabers Schatz  

 (Faber’s Treasure) 

 Aladin, ISBN: 978-3 848-90122-7 
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CONTENT  

When grandpa moves to America, Faber inherits his old carpet. Apparently, it can fly. 

But grandpa hasn’t told him how it works. Maybe his friends can help him? Someone 

has to be able to read the strange writing on the carpet. When Faber meets a girl 

from Damascus, she helps him solve the mystery and it turns out the carpet’s magic 

powers are far greater than Faber expected.  

 

AGE GROUP 3+  

  

AUTHOR 

Cornelia Funke was born in Dorsten in 1958 and is an internationally acclaimed 

author of childrens’ and young adults’ books. She studied book illustration in 

Hamburg and previously worked as an educator in an adventure playground. 

 

ILLUSTRATOR 

Susann Göhlich, born in Jena in 1972, studied Art History in Leipzig. Alongside her 

studies she designed posters and created comics. She has been working as a 

freelance graphic designer and illustrator in Leipzig since 2004. 

 

READING RECOMMENDATION OF THE “STIFTUNG LESEN” (Reading Foundation) 

“This modern magic carpet fairy tale is enchanting – with its concise storyline, clear 

message and wonderful illustrations by Susanne Göhlich” Stiftung Lesen



Stefanie Harjes  
 

 Als die Esel Tango tanzten 

 (When the donkeys danced tango)  

 Mixtvision Verlag, ISBN: 978-3-95854-058-3  
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CONTENT  

Looking at pictures, engaging in discussions, discovering exciting details and 

fabulating together: Stefanie Harjes has depicted well-known idioms using twelve 

illustrations. Be it good or bad, shy or obnoxious, happy or sad. This assortment of 

expressions and collages will provide you with inspiration for every occasion. Every 

page is a masterpiece.  

 

AGE GROUP 3+  
 

AUTHOR UND ILLUSTRATOR 

Stefanie Harjes was born in Bremen in 1967 and studied Illustration and Painting in 

Hamburg and Prague. For the past 22 years she has worked as an illustrator and 

book artist in her workshop in Hamburg. She organises workshops, seminars and 

lectures for children, youths and adults around the world and has won several prizes. 

 

 

“...a picture book to look at and admire. One that poses riddles and evokes mental 

adventures. One that isn’t only for children, but for all those who appreciate 

extraordinary illustrations and stories.” Süddeutsche Zeitung 

 

“Words become actors who interact with one another...” Neue Zürcher Zeitung



Anja Tuckermann; Uli Krappen (Ill.), 

Mehrdad Zaeri (Ill.)  
  

 Nusret und die Kuh   

 (Nusret and the Cow) 

 Tulipan Verlag, ISBN: 978-3-86429-302-3  

 

  6  

  

 
 

CONTENT 

Nusret lives with his grandparents in a village on a mountain. The other houses have 

been empty since everyone left during the war. His parents also left and are now 

living in Germany. He is supposed to join them there soon and start going to school. 

He takes his cow with him so it can also learn how to read and write... 

 

AGE GROUP 5+  
  

AUTHOR  

Anja Tuckermann, born in 1961, grew up in Berlin, where she still lives. She has 

worked at a community centre for girls, as an editor for RIAS (Broadcasting Service in 

the American Sector) childrens’ radio and has been a freelance author since 1992. She 

writes novels, short stories, plays and librettos for adults, children and youths. 

 

ILLUSTRATORS 

Uli Krappen studied languages in Munich and later did an apprenticeship to become a 

photographer at the School of Photography of the State of Bavaria. She now lives in 

Marburg with her two children and works as a painter and illustrator. 

 

Mehrdad Zaeri-Esfahani was born in 1970 in Isfahan, Iran. At the age of 14 he 

emigrated with his parents and three siblings first to Turkey and then to Germany. He 

now lives and works as an artist in Mannheim.  

 

“Anja Tuckermann tells a tale of departure and arrival – in a very simple yet special 

way“ Deutschlandfunk Kultur



Susanne Orosz; Stefanie Scharnberg (Ill.)  
 

 Die Welt bei uns zu Hause  

 (The World at Home) 

 Ellermann Verlag, ISBN: 978-3-7707-3423-8  
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CONTENT 

Our country is so colourful! This book introduces children to people who have come 

to Germany from other countries. The stories are about the Iranian celebration Sizdah 

Be-dar, about Afghan fast-breaking or traditional Senegalese drumming amongst 

other things. All 20 carefully researched stories show how valuable and enriching 

other cultures can be.  

 

AGE GROUP: 5-6 years 

  

AUTHOR  

Susanne Orosz was born in Vienna in 1962, worked as an author for television shows 

and writes childrens’ and youth books. She lives close to Hamburg, grows her own 

vegetable and organises tours for chidren at an organic farm.  

 

ILLUSTRATOR  

Stefanie Scharnberg was born in 1967 in Hamburg. After her bookseller apprenticeship 

she studied Painting at the Accademia di Belle Arti in Florence. She now lives and works 

as a freelance illustrator in Hamburg.  

 

 

“Joyful stories that will broaden your horizons“ Jury of the Leipzig Reading Compass 

 

 

Leipzig Reading Compass: The 30 best Childrens’ and Youth books, March 2017



Lena Hach; Kerstin Meyer (Ill.) 

 

 Ich, Tessa und das Erbsengeheimnis  

 (Me, Tessa and the Secret of the Green Peas) 

 Mixtvision, ISBN: 978-3-95854-055-2 

 

  8  

  

 
 

CONTENT 

Paul is a detective in the making. The subject of his most recent investigation is the 

neighbour’s daughter, Tessa. But she remains a mystery to him. Why does she take 

the long way to school? Why is her room so tidy? And what are the green peas for? 

Lena Hach tells the story of Paul and Tessa with humor and empathy. An exciting 

detective and love story, with funny illustrations by Kerstin Meyer and authentically 

told in the first person by Paul.  

 

AGE GROUP 10 years and older  

  

AUTHOR  

Lena Hach was born in Hesse in 1982. She went to clown school and studied English, 

German and Creative Writing in Frankfurt am Main and Berlin. She then worked as a 

journalist. Her debut book was released in 2011.  

 

ILLUSTRATOR 

Kerstin Meyer was born in Wedel close to Hamburg. During her studies she worked as 

a cartoon illustrator. She had her first illustrations published in 1991. She now works 

as a freelance illustrator for publishers and television. 

 

“Lena Hach tells of the hardship of obsessive compulsive disorder and its causes in an 

empathetic, light and even humorous way, without letting obsessiveness take the upper 

hand.“ Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung



Jens Natter 
 

 Der Schimmelreiter 

 (The Rider on the White Horse) 

 Boyens, ISBN 978-3-8042-1403-3 
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CONTENT 

With its vivid illustrations, this graphic novel gives a whole new perspective to 

Theodor Storm’s classic. Jens Natter almost exclusively uses original quotes from 

Storm’s novel and is faithful to the original plot. His graphic depiction of events – 

clothes, houses and landscapes – takes the reader to 18th and late 19th century North 

Frisia. 

 
AGE GROUP 11+ 

 

Illustrator 

Jens Natter, born in 1975, lives in Hamburg with his family. He worked as a social 

worker for a long time, but due to strong demand in illustration and caricature he 

decided to turn entirely to art. His illustrations have earned him numerous awards.



Stefanie Höfler  
 

 Tanz der Tiefseequalle  

 (Dance of the Deep-Sea Jellyfish) 

 Beltz & Gelberg – ISBN: 978-3-407-82215-4 
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CONTENT 

Sometimes one second makes all the difference: Niko, who is overweight and often 

daydreams his way into parallel universes, saves beautiful Sera from being groped. 

Sera then asks him for a dance, which is crazy and so excitingly different, just like 

everything else that happens in the next days. Maybe it’s the beginning of a friendship 

between two people who could hardly be more different – but are able to overcome 

their fears at the right moment.  

  

AGE GROUP 12+  

  

AUTHOR  

Stefanie Höfler, born in 1978, studied German, English and Scandinavian Studies in 

Freiburg and Dundee. She works as a school and theater teacher and lives with her 

family in a small village in the Black Forest. Her novel Mein Sommer mit Mucks (“My 

Summer with Mucks“) was nominated for the German Literature Prize.  

 

“Stefanie Höfler has written a coming-of-age novel that will blow you away. She 

doesn’t only tell the story of a popular girl whose world is suddenly turned upside down 

by questions of values and attitude to life. It is also a story about bullying and the 

violence of language.“ ZEIT Online 

 

The 7 best books for young readers (Deutschlandfunk), May 2017  

 

Luchs Childrens’ and Youth Literature Prize (ZEIT/ Radio Bremen), March 2017 



Thomas Thiemeyer 
 

 Evolution. Die Stadt der Überlebenden 

 (Evolution. The City of the Survivors) 

 Arena Verlag, ISBN 978-3-401-60167-0 
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CONTENT  

Lucie and Jem unsuspectingly travel to the US for an exchange. But when their plane 

makes an emergency landing at Denver Airport, it quickly becomes clear: The world 

as they know it no longer exists. Nature has reclaimed the runway, the terminal is 

deserted, danger lies around every corner. Even the animals seem to have conspired 

against them. What on earth has happened? On their perilous journey through this 

new world, they are told about a comet impact and a few last survivors in a forgotten 

town. But how can they reach them when the whole world has conspired against 

them? 

 

AGE GROUP 12+  

 

AUTHOR 

Thomas Thiemeyer, born in 1963, studied Geology and Geography before starting his 

career as an author and illustrator. With his science thrillers and youth book series 

that have earned him several prizes and have been translated into thirteen 

languages, he is a household name of German entertainment literature.  

 

“Highly exciting, post-apocalyptic parabole – to be continued – thank God!“ Jury of 

Leipzig Reading Compass  

 

Leipzig Reading Compass: The 30 best Childrens’ and Youth books, March 2017  



Julya Rabinowich  
 

 Dazwischen: Ich     

 (In the Middle: Me) 

 Hanser, ISBN: 978-3-446-25306-3 
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CONTENT 

After struggling to flee from war in her home country, 15-year-old Madina finally 

arrives in a country where safety is guaranteed. But not everyone in her family has 

an easy time getting used to it. Like many refugee children Madina has to bridge the 

gap between her family and their new life in the Western world. She finds a friend in 

Laura who becomes a home to her in this foreign land. A moving story of friendship, 

migration and growing up in times of war and persecution – authentically told.  

 

AGE GROUP 14+  

  

AUTHOR   

Julya Rabinowich, born in 1970 in St. Petersburg, has been living in Vienna since 1977. 

She worked there as a simultaneous interpreter for some years. Since 2012 she has a 

weekly column in Austrian daily newspaper “Der Standard“. Her prize-winning debut 

novel Spaltkopf (“split head“) was released in 2008. In the Middle: Me is her first youth 

novel.  

 

Austrian Childrens’ and Youth Book Prize 2017 

 

Luchs Childrens’ and Youth Book Prize (ZEIT/ Radio Bremen), December 2016 

 

The 7 best books for young readers (Deutschlandfunk), December 2016 

 

 



Anne Freytag  
  

 Mein bester letzter Sommer   

 (My Best Last Summer) 

 Heyne fliegt, ISBN: 978-3-453-27012-1 
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CONTENT 

Tessa is always waiting – for the perfect moment, the perfect boy, the perfect kiss. 

Because she thinks she still has time. But then the 17-year-old girl finds out she is 

about to die. Tessa is in disbelief, angry, desperate – until she meets Oskar. A boy who 

can see through her facade, who isn’t scared of her secret, who always stands beside 

her. He surprises her with a terrific plan. And manages to give her the perfect summer. 

A summer in which time doesn’t play a role and feelings mean everything. 

  

AGE GROUP 14+  

  

AUTHOR 

Anne Freytag, born in 1982, studied International Management and worked for an 

advertising company before devoting all of her time to writing. The author has 

already published several novels for adults, partly using her pen name Ally Taylor. 

My Best Last Summer is her youth book debut.  

 

 

“A novel about and most importantly in favour of life. It gives you hope, courage and 

entertainment, not only on hot summer days!“ ARD 

 

Nominated for the German Youth Literature Prize 2017 
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