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PRIMARY SCHOOL SELECTION 

 
Synopsis: Cudowna studzienka is an original set of 21 Polish fairy tales selected by Joanna 

Papuzińska (born 1939): teacher of children's literature, Professor at Warsaw University. 

The book contains fairy tales written by Józef I. Kraszewski, Bronisława Ostrowska, Artur 

Oppman, Adolf Dygasiński, and others. 

  

The illustrator: Elżbieta Wasiuczyńska (born 1966) is a Polish painter, illustrator of 

children's books and a graphic designer. She has illustrated dozens of books which have 

won awards in many national and international competitions. 
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Synopsis: The book contains five popular fairy tales illustrated by Jan Marcin Szancer. The 

stories include: Ali Baba and The Forty Thieves by Błażej Kusztelski, Hansel and Gretel, 

Cinderella and The Cat in Boots by Zofia Szancer and About Janko who made Dogs Shoes by 

Juliusz Słowacki.  

 

The illustrator: Jan Marcin Szancer (1902 – 1973) was a Polish illustrator, scenographer 

and Professor at The Academy of Fine Arts in Warsaw. Born into a Jewish family in 

Cracow, he studied at The Academy of Fine Arts in Cracow, and later in France and Italy. 

Szancer has illustrated over 200 books including Henryk Sienkiewicz's Trilogy, Adam 

Mickiewicz's Pan Tadeusz and Brzechwa's Pan Kleks series. He was the first (post World 

War II) artistic director for Telewizja Polska, the Polish Broadcasting Organization. 
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Synopsis: Fefe is a unique fly! He extinguishes fires, drives cars, goes to the cinema, runs 

marathons, and is a star of the opera. Anyone who is friendly with him will not be bored! 

You can read this book by yourself or have fun reading it with an adult! Z muchą na luzie 

ćwiczymy buzie is the second book in the series I learn: speak, pronounce.  

 

The author: Marta Galewska-Kustra – Children's speech therapist and teacher. She 

works at The Maria Grzegorzewska University in Warsaw. She runs a speech therapy 

ward for children, specializing primarily in the therapy of delayed speech development 

and articulation disorders.  

 

The illustrator: Joanna Kłos studied at The Academy of Fine Arts in Cracow. For several 

years she worked as a graphic designer. She is currently an illustrator. 
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Synopsis: Twelve legends about famous Polish historical figures such as Saint Kinga of 

Poland, Jadwiga – Queen of Poland and the knights from The Tatra Mountains. They are 

short tales with beautiful illustrations. 

 

The illustrator: Paweł Głodek was born in 1964 and is a well-known Polish illustrator. 

This book contains 21 colourful illustrations by Głodek. 
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Synopsis: Twelve Polish legends in rhyme, including one about Wanda, the Polish 

princess, who refused a German husband, Gingerbreads from Toruń, Wars and Sawa (the 

legendary characters from whom Warsaw takes its name) and about a King eaten by 

mice!  

 

The author: Marta Berowska (born 1952) is a Polish poet, author and playwright for 

children and teenagers.  

 

The illustrator: Witold Vargas (born 1964) is a Polish children’s book illustrator, 

drawing teacher and musician. His hobbies include singing, composing, writing fairy 

tales and storytelling.  
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SECONDARY SCHOOL SELECTION 

 

 

Synopsis: Zezia i wszystkie problemy świata is the third book written by Agnieszka 

Chylińska. Zezia feels that all the problems of the world are on her shoulders, but she 

believes that everything will be fine in the end. It's hard to be the best pupil in her class 

as well as a sports star, and still find time to take care of her family, especially her parents! 

Zezia has to deal with all of this. 

 

The author: Agnieszka Chylińska is a Polish rock singer–songwriter. She became 

popular in 1994 when she was the leader of the O.N.A. rock band.  Then in 2003 she 

formed a group, Chylińska. In 2009, Agnieszka released her first solo album Modern 

Rocking, which was inspired by dance and has a pop musical style.  Agnieszka has been 

nominated for many awards as a singer and lyricist.  

 

The illustrator: Vardanian, Suren (born 1965) is a world-class book illustrator for 

children and teenagers and a graphic designer. He was born in Kirovan (Armenia). Since 

1992 he has been living and working in Poland. He illustrates books and works with 

lettering. 
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Synopsis: I'm already in my third year. I have to start studying for my exams. And there 

is the case of Ala. I will not forgive her! Does she matter compared to Elijah? Or maybe 

there is another serious rival? I will never give up Elijah. He is the love of my life! I am 

older, my problems increase but here and there the sun shines. I enjoy his company. 

Although this book is part of a series, each book can be read independently. 

 

The author: Beata Andrzejczuk (born 1966) is a Polish writer. She is an award winner 

of numerous literary prizes. Author of dozens of short stories for adults and children 

which have been published in Poland and translated for publication in the United States, 

Austria, Australia and Belarus.  
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Synopsis: Sometimes friendship is more important than anything else. Emma and Em 

have been inseparable since nursery. Nothing separates them until Emma, after the death 

of her father, emigrates abroad with her mother and dies there. Em receives the biggest 

shock in her life. What would you do if you felt that desperate? Would you cooperate with 

the devil? She did exactly that. And everything changed. 

 

The author: Ewa Seno was born in 1985. She describes herself as “a mother, wife, and 

always an optimist”. W ogień is the first book in a new series: Kontrakt. The first series, 

Antilia, was published in 2014 and is still popular in Poland. 
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Synopsis: Tomek Wilmowski is a series of nine adventure novels written by Polish author 

Alfred Szklarski. The series was published between 1957 and 1994. The eponymous 

character, young traveller Tomek Wilmowski, is the main protagonist of the novels. The 

books are stories about his adventures in different countries of the world. They are set at 

the beginning of 20th century. Tomek and his friends are Polish emigrants who must flee 

from a country under Russian occupation. The books contain much geographical, 

historical and cultural information as well as humour and entertainment. Tomek w 

krainie kangurów was first published in 1957 and follows the adventures of Tomek in 

Australia. 

 

The author: Alfred Szklarski (1912 – 1992) was a Polish author. He also wrote books 

under the pseudonyms of Alfred Bronowski, Fred Garland and Alfred Murawski. Szklarski 

was born in Chicago, Illinois, the son of an émigré and journalist. He started school in 

Chicago but moved to Poland with his father in 1926. Alfred Szklarski first started writing 

during the German occupation of Poland with novels which were aimed at adults. His 

books have been translated into Russian and Bulgarian.  

 

Illustrators: Gabriela Becla and Zbigniew Tomecki are a couple who illustrate books, 

periodicals, posters and graphics. They also produce billboards, leaflets, invitations, 

greetings, diplomas and logos, layouts, banners and help design websites. 
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Synopsis: This is the third publication from the series "I love Poland". An illustrated book 

of fourteen well-known places to visit in Poland. These include legends and information 

about places such as Kraków, Poznań, Gdańsk, the Polish lake district, the Tatra 

Mountains and the Baltic Sea.  

Authors: Jarosław Szarek was born in 1963. He is a historian and a publicist as well as 
the author of scientific articles, popular science publications, historical exhibitions.  He 
has prepared a series of patriotic children's books with his wife. Since 2016 Jarosław 
Szarek has been President of The Institute of National Remembrance. 

The illustrator: Agata Droga was born in 1987. She is a 2D illustrator and a 2D animator. 
She mainly draws for games. She has worked on seven games and two VR games so 
far. 
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SPECIAL THEME 
 

 

Synopsis: Echa polskich legend is a guide to places full of secrets and legends in the 

corners of present and former Polish lands, where the traces and echoes of past times are 

mixed with today. Here eastern culture is adjacent to the west, and people live side by 

side in spite of differences in customs and language. In these tales you may find ghosts, 

spells, white ladies and unexplained phenomena, sometimes horrible, sometimes funny. 

Legends from all corners of the land, recreated and saved by the famous writer Marta 

Berowska. 

 

The author: Marta Berowska (born in 1952) is a Polish poet, author and playwright for 

children and teenagers. 

 

Illustrators: Jolanta Ludwikowska has been a book illustrator for more than thirteen 

years. She has illustrated over 100 books for children. For the last few years she has 

worked with her daughter Ewa. 
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The Polish Library was founded in 1942 by the Polish Government in Exile, and since 

1967 is an integral part of the Polish Social and Cultural Association based in London.  

The Library is the primary source of research and information on émigré social history 

and culture since the end of World War II. The extensive book stock concentrates mainly 

on the humanities and specializes in Polish émigré publications and material published 

outside Poland. The Library also collects newspapers, periodicals, manuscripts, music 

scores, maps and atlases, photographs, and ex-libri. 

There is a wide range of documents on the social life of the émigré community and the 

archives of private individuals and organizations and institutions. There is also one of the 

largest collections in the world of Polish underground literature and a comprehensive 

Conrad collection and a range of Anglo-Polish literature. 

Access to the collections is in the reading room (open to everyone) and the lending library 

(open to members), and via the interloans network and Central Circulating Library. 

The Library organizes exhibitions, publishes bibliographies (Bibliography of Books in 

Polish or relating to Poland published outside Poland since September 1939) and is one 

of the most important independent centres of research and dissemination of information 

on Poland outside of its borders. 

  
Central Circulating Library (CCL) service. 
Central Circulating Library service is the most cost-effective and targeted method of providing 

the loan of Polish books to Public Libraries in the whole of the UK. 
The books are the latest publications, specially selected, including fiction, non-fiction and 

children's books.  We provide the electronic records from our catalogue in MARC21 

exchange format and also a printed list with each set of books. 

Libraries can borrow one or several sets of 50 books exchanged six monthly. For an extra 

charge we can arrange for delivery and collection of the books. 

We help you provide your readers with a service which is: 

 cost-effective 

 up to date and efficient 

 tailored to your library's needs 

 specially selected for your readers 

 ready catalogued and classified by experts. 

No processing costs, no duplicates, no unsuitable material, just happy readers. 


