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1. THEME BOOK 
COELHO, Adolfo, Contos Populares Portugueses,  ISBN 978-989-660-003-7 
 
 

 
2. CHILDREN’S BOOKS 
 

ANTUNES, Arnaldo; KONO, Yara, Imagem, ISBN 978-989-8145-73-4 
THEBAS, Cláudio; LÓPIZ, Violeta, Amigos do Peito, ISBN 978-989-8166-24-1  
ABREU, João Gomes de; CARVALHO, Bernardo P., Os figos são para quem 

    passa, ISBN 978-989-8145-71-0  
CRUZ, Afonso; BERNARDES, Marta; CARDOSO, José, Barafunda,  
             ISBN 978-972-21-2753-0 
NEVES, Manuela Castro; MATOSO, Madalena, O Pato Amarelo e o Gato 
             Riscado, ISBN 978-972-21-2775-2 

 
3. BOOKS FOR TEENAGERS 
 
CRUZ, Afonso, Vamos Comprar um Poeta, ISBN 978-972-21-2799-8 
 
VIEIRA, Alice, Trisavó de pistol à cinta e outras Histórias,  

    ISBN 978-972-21-1422-6 
 
GONZAGA, Manuela, André e a Esfera Mágica, ISBN 978-972-25-3349-2 
 
PAIS, Ana Luísa, Socorro! Sou uma adolescente!, ISBN 978-972-74-1722-1 
 
GONZALEZ, Maria Teresa Maia, O Rapaz que salvou os livros,  

    ISBN 978-989-648-876-5 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



Theme Book 
 

 

Contos Populares Portugueses  
Adolfo Coelho 
 
Recommended age: +8 
 

                                 
 
Synopsis:  
 
Contos Populares Portugueses, Popular 
Portuguese Short Stories, are short stories 
from all times and for all ages. It is a book 
that gives us all back the ethereal world and 
the marvellous from our popular culture. 
Among the short stories, some classics: the 
Little Beetle Story, the Ant and the Snow, 
the White Little Rabbit, the Fox and the 
Wolf, and the Two Brothers. This book is a 
chance to travel back in time to our origins, 
roots and childhood.  
 
 
 
 

 

 

Adolfo Coelho (1847-1919) was born in Coimbra. Philologist, writer and 
pedagogue, he was one the most important academic and intellectual 
personalities of the end of the 19th century in Portugal. He was a Professor in 
the Arts Faculty of Coimbra and one of the minds behind the “Conferências 
do Casino”, in 1871, where he publically assumed his Modern theories 
regarding the Education in Portugal. He was a true believer of the need to 
separate education from religion. He has several works published in the areas 
of Education, Portuguese History and Ethnography.  

 

 



Children’s Books 
 

Imagem 
Arnaldo Antunes and Yara Kono 
 
Recommended age: +4 
 

Synopsis:   
 
Is looking the same as seeing?  
Is seeing the same as noticing?  
 
Do we always see the same way or 
do we change our look accordingly 
with what the eyes find each 
moment?  In the poem, Imagem 
(Image), the central thread to this 
book, the Brazilian musician 
Arnaldo Antunes plays with the 
word “see” and unfolds it, 
contemplates it and observes it...  
 
 
 
 

Arnaldo Antunes  (São Paulo, 1960) Singer, composer and artist, Arnaldo 
Antunes has a long career in which these distinct activities have also 
complemented each other. His works reflect everyday life even if based in a 
theoretical investigation and have been able to captivate different publics and 
audiences. He is better known in Portugal for his participation in the project 
Tribalistas, along with Marisa Monte and Carlinhos Brown. He wrote the poem 
Imagem (Image) for his album Nome, a new phase in his now solo career.   
 
 
Yara Kono (São Paulo, Brazil, 1972) is an illustrator and graphic designer who 
has been part of the Planeta Tangerina team since 2004. In 2008 she received, 
together with Isabel Minhós Martins, an Honorable Mention at the 1st 
Compostela International Prize for Picture Books with the book Ovelhinha Dá-
me Lã. In 2011 she won the National Illustration Prize, with O Papão no 
Desvão, written by Ana Saldanha. 
 
 



Children’s Books 
 

Amigos do Peito  
Cláudio Thebas and Violeta Lópiz 
 
Recommended age: +6 
 

Synopsis:  
 
In this book, we are carried away by a young 
boy that lives in a neighbourhood just like 
many others. He wants to tell us about his 
friends, his dearest friends (Amigos do Peito). 
So, he takes us through the streets of his area. 
It is just any other neighbourhood: there is a 
school, a bar, a house on the corner, a garden, 
buildings. But the streets and the houses are 
not the only things that look familiar… the 
friends that he talks reminds us of ours, 
because we all have dearest friends and we all 
play with them in any neighbourhood. 
 
 

 
 
 
Cláudio Thebas is an educator, a writer, a public speaker, a publicist and a 
circus clown; he is an expert in relationships as the construct of the feeling of 
belonging, of trust and of listening to others. He is co-founder of the Forças 
Armadas, a group specialised in the intervention in neighborhoods that went 
through some kind of natural catastrophe. He is a collector of awards and 
accolades throughout his career. His books, focusing on relationships and living 
together, have sold considerably in Brazil.  
 
Violeta Lópiz	(Ibiza, 1980) She left her career as a singer in order to study book 
illustration in an Art School in Madrid. She has been illustrating books for 
children and adults since 2006 that have been published by several Spanish 
publishing houses such as Anaya, Kalandraka, Edelvives, Almadraba and 
MacMillan.  
  
 
 



Children’s Books  
 

Os Figos são para quem passa 
João Gomes de Abreu and Bernardo Carvalho 
 
Recommended age: +6 
 

Synopsis:  
Figs are for passers-by. In the beginning 
of the world (back when everyone 
walked without carrying anything with 
them), a bear stops next to a fig tree 
with his mind set on eating his favorite 
fruit. 
The bear observes the branches and 
realizes that there is only one fig left in 
the fig tree, hidden among the leaves, 
and that it hasn’t mellowed yet.  
“How long will it take for this fig to be 
ready to eat?”, asks the bear. “Perhaps 
a day?” And so, the very confident bear 
sits and waits for his mellow fig. But 
around the fig tree many surprises 

await him... After all, who are the figs for anyway? Are they for passers-by? A 
story of suspense and humor that will capture the readers´ attention (even if you 
don’t like figs...). 
	
João Gomes de Abreu (Mozambique,1974) lived his first months on the island 
of Madeira. Despite being from the mainland, he was forever marked by those 
early days and the long summers spent in Gaul, near Funchal, Madeira. He 
studied Communication Design at the Lisbon College of Fine Arts and 
nowadays, besides teaching Design at the Lisbon School of Communication 
and Media Arts, he works with Planeta Tangerina team. He had never written a 
book before; A Ilha was his debut, but he is often filled with ideas for books. 
 

Bernardo Carvalho was born in Lisbon in 1973. A children’s book illustrator 
and editor, he is one of the founders of the publisher Planeta Tangerina, for 
which he illustrates books, magazines and other projects for children. He 
graduated in Design Communication from the Faculty of Fine Arts of the 
University of Lisbon and studied Drawing at the Sociedade Nacional de Belas 
Artes (The National Fine Arts Society). Drawing, composition and the graphic 
articulation of every element sum up his illustrative style, and his work has 
received numerous awards over the past few years in Portugal and abroad.   



Children’s Books 
 

Barafunda 
Afonso Cruz, Marta Bernardes and José Cardoso 
 
Recommended age: +8 
 

Synopsis:  
But to what does this Barafunda (mess/ 
confusion) matter? 
Actually, it looks like Barafunda matters. It 
matters to understand, in a poetic and playful 
way, a series of philosophic and mathematics 
processes that are fundamental in the formation 
of critical and independent thinking.  
This way, this book is about concepts like 
justice or the right to be different. It is also 
about colors and geometric shapes.  On the 
other hand, it is also a text about tidying up 
your bedroom.   	

	
Afonso Cruz – (Figueira da Foz, 1971) Besides being a writer, he is also an 
illustrator, a film maker and a musician in the band The Soaked Lamb. He has a 
BA Honours Degree from the Faculty of Belas Artes in Lisbon. He has been 
awarded both as a writer and as an illustrator with the Grande Prémio de Conto 
Camilo Castelo Branco 2010, Prémio Literário Maria Rosa Colaço 2009, Prémio 
da União Europeia para a Literatura 2012, Prémio Autores 2011 SPA/RTP; as an 
illustrator he won the Menção Especial do Prémio Nacional de Ilustração 2011, 
Lista de Honra do IBBY – Internacional Board on Books for Young People, 
Prémio Ler/Booktailors – Melhor Ilustração Original, Melhor Livro do Ano da 
Time Out 2012.  
 
Marta Bernardes (Porto, 1983) is an actress, artist and writer. She holds a BA 
Honours from the Faculty of Belas Artes in Lisbon. She deepened her studies in 
visual arts and media in Paris and in 2008 completed her Masters degree in 
Madrid. In 2014, she published her first poetry book and one year later, 
Achamento (Do Lado Esquerdo) (Findings, on the left side)  
 
José Cardoso (Fafe, 1984) has a Masters degree in Communication Design by 
the FCAUP. In 2009, he co-founded the collective Salão Coboi. Nowadays, he 
is responsible for several projects of design and illustration such as Cora’s Wax 
Museum. 



Children’s Books 
 

O Pato Amarelo e o Gato Riscado 
Manuela Castro Neves and Madalena Matoso 
 

Synopsis:  
A cat and a duck met in the Autumn 
Animal Fair. In spite of being very 
different, they become great friends. 
They decided to go for a walk and that’s 
the right moment to meet other nice 
animals that tried to help them, in their 
own peculiar way. A story in which, 
besides solidarity, the right to be 
different is emphasised as a value.  
 
 
Manuela Castro Neves is a former 
primary school teacher working with 
children that have not progressed 
normally in the Portuguese school 
system. She has been working with 

teachers’ training in Portuguese and Mathematics. She is author and co-author 
of several works regarding the school system, pedagogics and students’ needs. 
In 2009, she publishes her first children’s book Um Elefante Diferente and in 
2012, Uma Cadela Amarela.  
 
Madalena Matoso (Lisbon, 1974) studied Communication Design at the Lisbon 
College of Fine Arts and post-graduated in Graphic Editorial Design at the 
Faculty of Fine Arts in Barcelona. In 1999 she created Planeta Tangerina, a 
studio for illustration and graphic design and in 2006 they began to publish 
picture books. She received a Special Mention Award in the National Prize for 
Illustration with A Mesa é uma Mesa, Será? (2006), Quando Eu Nasci (2007) 
and Andar Por Aí (2009). In 2008 she received the National Award for 
Illustration with the book A Charada da Bicharada, published by Texto Editores 
written by Alice Vieira.  

 



Books for Teenagers 

 

Vamos Comprar um Poeta 
Afonso Cruz 
 

 
Synopsis:   
In an imagined society, materialism controls 
all aspects of the life of its habitants. 
Everyone has a number instead of a name, 
all food is measured with total precision, 
and even every bit of affection is weighed 
and measured in an exact manner. And, in 
this society, families have artists instead of 
pets.  The main character chose to have a 
poet and a poet is not expensive nor does 
he require much maintenance, like painters 
or sculptors, but he can transform much. 
The life of this young girl will never be the 
same…  
A story that is about the importance of 
poetry, creativity and culture in our lives, 
and the celebrating the beauty of ideas and 
disinterested actions.  
	

 
 
Afonso Cruz – (Figueira da Foz, 1971) Besides being a writer, he is also an 
illustrator, a film maker and a musician in the band, The Soaked Lamb. He 
holds a BA Honours Degree in the Faculty of Belas Artes in Lisbon. He has 
been awarded both as a writer and as an illustrator with Grande Prémio de 
Conto Camilo Castelo Branco 2010, Prémio Literário Maria Rosa Colaço 2009, 
Prémio da União Europeia para a Literatura 2012, Prémio Autores 2011 
SPA/RTP; as an illustrator with the Menção Especial do Prémio Nacional de 
Ilustração 2011, Lista de Honra do IBBY – Internacional Board on Books for 
Young People, Prémio Ler/Booktailors – Melhor Ilustração Original, Melhor 
Livro do Ano da Time Out 2012.  
 

 
 



Books for Teenagers 
 

Trisavó de Pistola à Cinta e outras histórias 
Alice Vieira 
 

 
Synopsis:  
All the female members of that family are 
called Benedita to celebrate the deed of 
an ancestor also called Benedita. 
All of them were very proud to have this 
forename. What did Benedita do to 
deserve such an honour? She expelled the 
French from Portugal with two pistols that 
she was wearing hanging in a belt. 
According to the legend, the first 
Benedita, in her pursuit, went all the way 
to Avelar de Cima, where she fell at the 
door of the town’s noble.  
 
 
 
 

 
Alice Vieira, Famous Portuguese writer of books for children and teenagers, she 
was born in 1943. In 1979, she won the International Children’s Year Award 
with the book called Rosa, minha irmã Rosa. She has published many books for 
this specific public and some of the most famous are: in 1982, Chocolate à 
Chuva (Chocolate in the rain) and in 1984, Graças e Desgraças da Corte de El-
Rei Tadinho (The fortune and misfortunes of HRH Tadinho). She is also editor of 
Diário de Notícias, one of the Portuguese National Newspapers. Her books are 
widely read by children and teenagers and are part of the National Reading 
Plan, Ler+. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Books for Teenagers 

 

André e a Esfera Mágica 
Manuela Gonzaga 
 

 

Synopsis:  
When the circus came to André’s village, 
the young boy falls in love with the 
daughter of the circus’ magician, a young, 
beautiful and enigmatic girl. She offers him 
a huge glass ball, as clear as a tear. Later, 
André’s family moves to Lisbon and the 
young boy hates the new school, the new 
house and the new life.  
 
The new colleagues find him strange and 
don’t understand his respect for Nature. In a 
very unhappy day, André locks himself in 
the bedroom and holds the glass ball. When 
he realizes, he is already falling into the 
glass ball, into a parallel world, where 
imagination and science complement each 
other. Unfortunately, that world is under 

threat and only André with his new friend, the fairy Grionesa, can save it from 
complete destruction.  
 
Manuela Gonzaga (Porto, 1977) a well known Portuguese Writer - with over 10 
books in the market - and master in History of the Discoveries and Portuguese 
Diaspora, from the New University of Lisbon. She is an associate researcher at 
CHAM (Centro História Além-Mar, Universidade Nova de Lisboa). She was 
born in Porto, lived in Angola and Mozambique during part of her youth. For 
over 30 years she was a journalist.  
 
 
 
 



Books for Teenagers 
 

O Rapaz que Salvou os livros   
Maria Teresa Maia Gonzalez 
 

Synopsis  
 
Henrique is a brave young man and a dreamer. 
He lives in Vale das Águas, a Portuguese village 
near the border with Spain.  
 
One day what her inhabitants fear the most 
happened: Vale de Águas is devastated by floods 
that cause countless damages. But Henrique is 
determined not to allow the destructive force of 
the water to win. He will fight to make sure he 
keeps safe the most precious thing for him and 
his village: the library he helped to build.  
 
So, armed with the hope the books had once 
given him, Henrique will try to save his greatest 
treasure. Will he be able to do it?  

	
Maria Teresa Maia Gonzalez  (Porto, 1957) holds a BA honours Degree in 
Modern Languages and Literatures and co-author of the collection Clube das 
Chaves, a teenagers’ mystery book collection. Among her works, a Lua de 
Joana and o Pai no Tecto are well known with the first a huge success. She is 
one of the  best-selling and prestigious Portuguese authors for young public.   

	
Rachel Caiano (1977) is an artist and illustrates books of different genres and 
collaborates in several periodicals. She received the Award of Young Creators 
2007 in the area of illustration. Her book Os Dois Lados was selected for The 
White Ravens 2008, organised by the International Youth Library, in the 
International Children’s Book Fair of Bologne.  Her book O Leão e o Coelho 
Saltitão was selected the following year. 

 
 
 



 

Books for Teenagers 
 

Socorro!!! Sou uma adolescente! 
Ana Luísa Pais 
 
 
 

Synopsis  
 
Catarina was eight years old when she fell in 
love for the first time.  Since then, and up to 
the age of seventeen and the end of 
secondary school, she went through some 
disappointments, made several discoveries 
and had many experiences.  
 
That is what adolescence is: a process of 
inner discovery in a world full of joy and 
disappointment, and Catarina will live it fully 
- with her loves and hates, her physical 
transformations, her friendships that will stay 
for life, her successes and failures in personal 
and in school life. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Ana Luísa Pais was born in the early 80’s. Her taste for the arts emerged at an 
early stage. Even if her initial training was related to the art of ceramics, she has 
also worked in Graphic Design and Illustration. She also always had a passion 
to work with and for the children. That passion drove her to write and to 
illustrate stories for children and young people.  
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